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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The greater part of the Authar*s manuscript was in the 
hands of the printer before he had an opportunity of 
seeing the admirable Address on the same subject by 
Merle D'Aubigne,* which has been so seasonablyreprinted 
in this country. That Address,-— characterised as it is 
by a philosophic comprehensiveness of yiew, a thrilling 
eloquence of style, and a truly catholic sprit, — ^might 
well be thought to supersede these plain and familiar 
Letters; but they are published under the impression 
that it may be useful to present the Bome subject in the 
various aspects in which it appears to different minds, 
contemplating it from different points of sight The 
three comprehensiTe principles, sp felicitously expressed 
and applied by D* Aubigne, — The Word of God, alone, 
—The Grace of Christ, alone, — and The Work of 
THE Spirit, alone, must be regarded, by every well- 
informed mind, as decisive of the whole controversy; 
but that these great principles may have their full effect 
on public opinion, the people must be provided with 
distinct and detailed information as to the real nature 
of the system which has been propounded by the Oxford 
divines ; and much of the apathy and indifference with 
which they have hitherto regarded the progress of that 

* " Geneva and Oxford : an Address to the Professors and Students 
of the Theological School, Geneva, at the opening of the session, Oct. 3, 
1842, By the President, J. H. Merle D'Aubign6, author of ihe '■ His- 
tory of the Great Reformation,* &c." Edinburgh : John Johnstone. 
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system is to be ascribed to the fact, that few of the laity, 
and not many even of the clergy, haye had the means of 
procuring, or leisure to read, the numerous and somewhat 
miscellaneous volumes in which that system is developed. 
It is the object of the following pages to exhibit its pro- 
minent features, as contrasted with the great principles 
of the Reformation. 

It cannot be necessary for the Author to disclaim-^ 
hostility to the English Church. Differing as he does 
decidedly from that Estabhshment on some important 
points of ecclesiastical polity, he regards it with affec- 
tionate veneration as a Church of Christ. One object, 
indeed, of the following pages, is to show that, as a 
Body, the Church of England is not chargeable with 
holding the doctrines of the Oxford School. They are 
not sanctioned by her Articles. They are opposed to the 
spirit of her Reformers. And although they have been 
advocated by some of her private Doctors since the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, the Church is not 
responsible for them otherwise than by tolerating their 
promulgation within her pale. But should they now 
unfortunately acquire the ascendency, I am persuaded 
that every faithful minister of Christ in Scotland will 
respond to the words of the Genevese Reformer, when, 
contemplating such a disastrous result, he exclaims, — 
" Ah ! we too, the Christians of the Continent, and of 
the whole world, shall clothe us in mourning, if this 
empire be brought low. We love her for the sake of 
Christ Jesus, — ^for His sake we pray for her. But if 
the apostacy already begun shall work itself oul, we 
shall have nothing left for her but wailing, and sighs, 
and tears." 
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LETTER I. 



THE OCCASION AND IMMEDIATE OBJECT OP THE 

TRACTS. 

My Dear Sir, 

I can quite understand your present 
state of mind. It is by no means an unconmion one. 
You have long venerated the Church of England ; you 
have believed her Articles, you have loved her Liturgy, 
you have been proud of her learning, and rank, and 
power ; and you have adhered to her as one of the old- 
est and best institutions of your country, with that strong 
hereditary attachment which may be called the " vis 
inertias " of the English mind. With all this regard 
for the Established Church, you were wont, in former 
times, to associate a liberal and indulgent feeling towards 
the peaceable and pious members of other denomina- 
tions ; you observed the intelligence, the industry, the 
moral worth, and the social usefulness, of multitudes, 
who, partly through conscientious scruples, and partly 
from their early education and hereditary predilections, 
refused to conform to the ritual which you prefen*ed ; 
you felt that you might be a -good Churchman without 
ceasing to be a Catholic Christian; you could listen 
occasionally to their ministers with edification and com- 
fort ; you could associate with them in the circulation of 
the Scriptures, in missionary effort and other works of 
piety and mercy ; and even aid them in building a chapel 
or a school, as became a liberal-minded and warm-hearted 
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Englishman. But you have been infected, in some mea- 
sure, by the spirit of the Oxford school, — their Tracts 
and other writings have gradually wrought a great revolu- 
tion, if not in the deliberate convictions of your under- 
standing, yet in the bent and disposition of your feelings, 
towards Christians of other denominations ; the Church 
has acquired a prominence and magnitude in your view 
which it did not formerly possess; and, although your better 
nature would still revolt against the decision which some 
recluses might dictate — that salvation is confined within 
the pale of the Establishment — ^yet practically you feel 
and act very much as if this were true; you feel estranged 
from many who bear the image of Christ, for no other 
reason than that they worship Him in the meeting- 
house ; and your alms and efforts must now flow only 
in an Episcopal channel. Such is the practical efiect of 
the Oxford doctrines in many cases where they have not 
obtained the full sanction of the deliberate judgment ; 
they have a tendency to exalt the Church of England, 
and, in the same proportion, to disparage the other 
Churches of the Reformation; and, were they thoroughly 
embraced, they could leave no room for the question, 
whether it were safer to be a Papist or a Dissenter. 
Perhaps you may be conscious that they have, imper- 
ceptibly, exerted some such influence over your own 
mind ; and if so, you will permit me to say, that much 
as you disclaim some of the doctrines that have been 
broached in the " Tracts for the Times," you are a living 
instance of their power, and that, in your case, they have 
been crowned with a measure of success of which their 
most sanguine authors may well be proud while they say 
in triumph, " We know our place and our fortunes ; to 
give a witness and to be contemned ; to be ill used and 
to succeed" * 

For, consider the occasion which called forth their 
efforts, and the immediate object which they had in 
view, ^s these are declared by themselves. Great poli- 
tical changes had been attempted, and in part accom- 

* Adv. to vol. iv. p. 9. 
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plished ; the National Government had been committed 
to men supposed to be unfriendly to the Establishment ; 
the bishops had been significantly warned to " set their 
house in order." Several Irish sees had been suppressed 
by authority of Parliament, without the consent of the 
Church ; the Voluntary principle had been promulgated, 
and a system of agitation begun ; multitudes already 
alienated from the Establishment were exasperated into 
active hostility, and multitudes more were leaving it, 
not from caprice, but from " hunger and thirst " for the 
bread and water of life ; in a word, the Church was in 
DANGER : this was the occasion of the Oxford Tracts, and 
their immediate and direct object was to strengthen the 
Church by weakening Dissent. Take it in their own 
words. " Individuals of every shade of religious opinion 
within the latitude left free by our Articles, were united 
(at Oxford) by one feeling of common danger impend- 
ing over the Church ; they met and acted together spon- 
taneously, actuated only by one common apprehension." * 
" When the series began, the prospects of Catholic truth 
were especially gloomy," — " a great proportion of the 
Irish sees had been suppressed by the State, against the 
Church's wish," — " all parties acquiescing either in utter 
apathy or in despair," — and the Tracts " were written, as 
a man might give notice of a fire or inundation, to startle 
all who heard him." t 

" The imminent peril to which all that is dear to them 
has been exposed, has naturally turned their thoughts 
that way " (t, ^., to ascertain the grounds of their ad- 
herence to the Church) — '' the prospect of the loss of 
State protection made it necessary to look out for other 
reasons for adherence to the Church, besides that of 
obedience to the civil magistrate." J " The Church of 
England, I can plainly see (says Richard Nelson the 
mason), more plainly perhaps than a person in a higher 
station, is in a manner gone. The Church in England, 
God be thanked, however afflicted, remains." § ^gain, 

♦ Vol. iii. p. 36. + Vol. iii. pp. 6, 7. 

::: Vol. ii. pp. 3, 4. See also No. 23, p. 3. § No. 12, p. 16. 
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" Bj showing a bold front, and defending the rights of 
the Church, we are taking the only course which can 
make us respected." • 

Now, you will give me credit when I say, that as a 
firm advocate for religious establishments, I attach no 
blame to the Tractarians, either for the fears which at 
that time they felt, or for their wish to strengthen, by 
all legitimate means, the bulwarks of their Church ; on 
the contrary, I conceive it to have been alike their policy 
and their duty to diminish the temptations to dissent by 
multiplying the means and increasing the efficiency of 
spiritual instruction within her pale ; and in the success 
of such means, no one could have rejoiced more heartily 
than myself. Still less could I object to their conduct 
in seeking for themselves, and presenting to the minds 
of others, some better ground of adherence to the Church 
than can be discovered in the mere external advantages 
of an Establishilient, — some such ground as might have 
remained even after State protection was withdrawn. 
But they erred grievously, fatally erred, in their choice 
of means. Hear their own words : " Hitherto you have 
been upheld by your birth, your education, your wealth, 
your connections ; should these secular advantages cease, 
on what must Christ's ministers depend V* " The ques- 
tion recurs, On what are we to rest our authority when 
the State deserts us?*' "The real ground upon w^hich 
our authority is built — (is) — our Apostolical de- 
scent." t " Experience has shown the inefficacy of the 
mere injunctions of Church order, however scrip turally 
enforced, in restraining from schism the awakened and 
anxious sinner, who goes to a Dissenting preacher ' be- 
cause (as he expresses it) he gets good from him :* and 
though he does not stand excused in God^s sight for 
yielding to the temptation, surely the ministers of the 
Church are not blameless, if by keeping back the more 
gracious and consoling truths provided for the little ones 
of Christ, they indirectly lead him into it." And w^hat 
are these " more gracious and consoling truths" so neces- 
* No. 2, p. 4. + No. 1, p. 2. 
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sary for "an awakened and anxious sinner?** "Had 
he been taught as a child, — that the sacraments, not 
preaching, are the sources of divine grace, — that the 
apostolical ministry had a virtue in it which went out 
over the whole Church, when sought by the prayer of 
faith, — that fellowship with it was a gift and privilege, 
as well as a duty, — we could not have had so many 
wanderers from our fold, nor so many cold hearts within 
it."* 

" The awakened mind," it is added, " knows its wants, 
but cannot provide for them, and in its hunger will feed 
upon ashes, if it cannot obtain the pure milk of the 
Word. Methodism and Popery are in different ways 
the refuge of those whom the Church stints of the gifts 
of grace, — they are the foster-mothers of abandoned 
children!* Most true and touching is this language; 
but when, in answer to the cry of an awakened con- 
science, the Church of England gives forth her aposto- 
lical descent^ her exclusive claims^ her sacramental vir- 
tue^ as food for perishing souls, may we not warrantably 
exclaim, " What is the chaff to the wheat, saith the 
Lord :" " If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is 
a father, will he give him a stone ? Or if he ask a fish, 
will he for a fish give him a serpent ? Or if he ask an 
egg, will he offer him a scorpion ? " 

It may be instructive to notice the contrast, in this 
respect, betwixt the conduct of the English Church and 
that of the sister Establishment in Scotland, when both 
were exposed to equal danger. In the latter, as well as 
in the former, the influence of those political changes to 
which I have referred was unquestionably felt, — and 
an apprehension existed that, in the progress of events, 
she might be deprived of State protection. But the 
danger only roused her to more vigorous exertion in the 
old path of duty. She defended the principle of an 
Establishment by scriptural arguments, — she denounced 
and sought to redress the corruptions which existed in 
her own system ; and with reference to the Dissenters, 

* Advert., vol. i. p. 4. 
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she put forth no new claims, but stood strictly on the 
defensive. And now her danger arises from the hosti- 
lity of those who cannot endure" the wholesome reforms 
which she has attempted to carry out in the practical 
working of her own system. The consequence is likely 
to be that, in thejirst instance^ the Church of Scotland 
will lose, while the Church of England may retain, the 
friendship and support of the world ; but which will 
thrive best, in the long-run, for all the noblest ends of a 
Christian institute, is another and a very diifferent ques- 
tion. Meanwhile, permit me, as I have incidentally 
noticed this contrast betwixt the two, to point out the 
equally striking resemblance between the conduct of 
the Oxford writers now, and that of Laud in the days 
of Charles. Both sought to strengthen the Church by 
weakening Dissent ; and both by the same means^ — 
the assertion of exclusive claims to apostolical authority, 
and the denial of the ministerial commission of those 
who differed from them. May it not be, that both at- 
tempts will have the same issue ? — that, after an in- 
terval of feverish elevation and excitement, the patient 
may relapse into a state of deliquescence ; and that, 
with or without a great national convulsion, the Church 
of England may once more be humbled and purified as 
in a furnace of fire. 

This is not the first time that these views have been 
promulgated. They have been repeatedly put forth by 
a party w^ithin the English Church in seasons of appre- 
hended danger ; but never without frustrating their 
object, and entailing calamities on the country. In the 
reign of Charles I., they were put forth by Laud, a man 
" virtuous, if severity of manners alone, and abstinence 
from pleasure could deserve that name ; learned, if po- 
lemical knowledge could entitle him to that praise ; and 
disinterested, but with unceasing industry he studied to 
exalt the priestly and prelatical character, which was 
his own ; " * but instead of averting, they increased the 
dangers of the Church, and were followed in quick sue- 

* Hume^s England. 
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cession by the abolition of Episcopacy in Scotland, the 
impeachment of the bishops in England, the execution 
of Laud, the bloody death of the king, and the Protec- 
torate of Cromwell. After the Restoration, they were 
reyived, and most relentlessly applied, against the Non- 
conformists, when in Scotland more than 300, and in 
England about 2000, faithful ministers were ejected for 
nonconformity; but these apparent triumphs were of 
short continuance, and after a season of feverish discon- 
tent and grinding tyranny, the royal family was exiled, 
and the nation's peace secured by a revolution. Again, in 
the earlier part of last century, the same views reappear- 
ed ; and after setting the Church and country on a flame, 
during the Bangorian Controversy, they issued in the 
Church of England being deprived of her Convocation^ 
— the name and the form remained, but the substance 
was gone. What effects may follow from the revival of 
the same pretensions at the present time, no one may 
foretell ; but already we seem to discern, among the signs 
of the times, the " little cloud like a man's hand," which 
may suddenly spread till the whole sky is overcast, and 
break, not in refreshing showers, but in a wild, ungovern- 
able tempest. — I am, my dear Sir, &c. 
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LETTER II. 



THE APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 

My Dear Sir, 

The real ground of the exclusire claims 
which have recently been put forth on behalf of the 
Church of England is, her supposed "apostolical descent." 

Now, assuming, in the first instance, that an uninter- 
rupted succession in the ministry is indispensable, the 
state of the question betwixt her and the other Churches 
of the Reformation, on this head, admits of being placed 
before your mind in a yery simple and clear point of view, 
by quoting the words in which the Oxford writers give 
an account of their own ministerial commission, con- 
sidered in its relation to the Church of Rome. 

" Many centuries ago, strange and corrupt notions and 
practices prevailed in many of the Churches in Europe. 
Among others, people thought that the pope, or bishop 
of Rome, was gifted with authority from Heaven to con- 
trol all the branches of the Church on earth, andUhat 
his word was to be of more weight than even the Holy 
Scriptures themselves. But about 300 years ago, the 
bishops of the Church of England saw these errors in 
their true light ; they saw that the pope's authority was 
not founded on Scripture, and they consequently re- 
fused to acknowledge it ; while they, at the same time, 
corrected^ on scriptural principles, the other errors and 
evil practices which I have alluded to. These changes 
did not make the Church of England a new Church, nor 
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prevent that body which was Christ's true and original 
Church before, from being Christ's true and original 
Church still. Some bishops of that day, it is true, dis- 
approved of these changes, and refused to accede to them ; 
but as, when they died, they providentially appointed 
no successors, there has never since been £ftiy real 
ground for doubt which was the true Church of Christ 
in this favoured land. The bishops of the Church of 
England, and they only, are the representatives, by suc- 
cession, of those who, more than 1000 years ago, planted 
the Gospel on our shores."* Again, the objection being 
raised that " though there was a continual succession of 
pastors and teachers in the early Church who had a di- 
vine commission, yet no Protestants can have it, — that 
we gave it up when our communion ceased with Rome," 
" for our own predecessors then revolted and separated 
from those spiritual pastors who, according to our prin- 
ciples, then had the commission of Jesus Christ," — ^it is 
answered thus, — "Our reply to this is a flat denial of the 
alleged facts on which it rests. The English Church 
did not revolt from those who in that day had authority, 
by succession, from the apostles.*' ',' The Church, by its 
proper rulers and ofl&cers, reformed itself. There was 
no new Church founded among us, but the rights and 
the true doctrines of the antient existing Church were 
asserted and established." "It was the bishops and 
clergy themselves who maintained the just rights of the 
Church," — "there is not a word in Scripture ahout our 
duty to obey the pope." t " I do not think that Satan 
could have desired any event more*«agerly than such an 
alternative, — viz., to have forced Christians either to re- 
main in communion with error, or to join themselves in 
some such spontaneous union among themselves, as is 
dissolved as easily as it is formed. Blessed be God ! 
his malice has been thwarted. I do believe it to be one 
most conspicuous mark of God's adorable providence 
over us, as great as if we saw a miracle, that Christians in 
England escaped in the evil day from either extreme, 

♦ No. 30, p. 4. t N:o. 20, p. 5. 
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neither corrupted doctrinally, nor secularised ecclesias- 
tically." * 

Substitute the word prelate for the word pope in 
these passages, and they exhibit one of the chief grounds 
of noncomformity on the part of those who differ from 
the Chifrch of England, in so far as the form of Episco- 
pal government is concerned. • In both cases, the argu- 
ment is founded on the same principle. Episcopalians 
threw off the usurped power of the pope, and reserved or 
resumed the inalienable rights of bishops ; and the other 
Reformed Churches threw off the acquired power of pre- 
lates, and reserved or resumed the inalienable rights of 
presbyters or pastors; and in either instance, on the 
ground that the usurpation was not sanctioned by Scrip- 
ture. The principle involved in the argument is the same 
in both cases, as is also the standard of appeal ; the only 
difference consists in the opposite opinions which differ- 
ent Churches have severally formed as to the meaning 
of Scripture when it speaks of bishops and presbyters. 

This simple argument is sufficient by itself to place 
the other Churches of the Reformation on a footing of 
perfect equality with the Church of England, until it 
can be shown, by an appeal to Scripture, that the right 
of ordination does not belong to the pastoral office, but 
belongs exclusively to the order of prelates. And this 
is a proof which, with or without the aid of primitive 
antiquity, all the learning of the English Church has 
hitherto been inadequate to establish. The Oxford 
writers, indeed, seem to be aware of the deficiency of 
scriptural evidence in their favour. They say, — " There 
were certainly in the Church, as far as the Testament 
history reaches^ three different ranks or orders of minis- 
ters, one above another;" but " after St John's decease 
(perhaps), whether out of humility, or because (the 
churches being settled) the ministers need no longer be 
missionaries, the title of apostles or angels was laid aside, 
and that of bishops limited to the highest of the three 
orders," — " the authority and distinction peculiar to 

• No. 20, p. 3. 



THE APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 17 

each being preserved, a difference in name only taking 
place. Thus, 

At first they were — * Apostles, elders, deacons." 

While John was yet living — " Angels, bishops, deacons." 
After his decease — " Bishops, priests, deacons." * 

It is elsewhere explained that priest is a mere contraction 
for presbyter, and that bishops and elders are names ap- 
plied in Scripture to the same persons ; and in answer to 
the objection that there is little direct evidence in support 
of their views, they admit — "There is no part, perhaps, 
of the ecclesiastical system which is not faintly traced in 
Scripture, and no part which is much more than faintly 
traced" t And add, — " The utmost that needs to be 
admitted is, that it is out of place to make it the subject 
of a speculative dispute, and to argue about it on that 
abstract logical platform which virtually excludes a 
reference to conduct^and duty." " If there be but a 
reasonable likelihood of our pleasing Christ more by 
keeping than by not keeping to the fellowship of the 
apostolic ministry, this of course ought to be enough " 
In thus declining or deprecating "argument on an ab- 
stract logical platform," the Oxonians show a prudent 
regard for the maxim, that in some cases " discretion 
is the better part of valour." Unquestionably a con- 
scientious conviction, were it only of the likelihood of 
pleasing Christ more by adhering to the Episcopal com- 
munion, is enough to warrant a pious Churchman to re- 
main within her pale : but it is not enough^ either in logic 
or charity, to justify the divines of Oxford in their cru- 
sade against the other Reformed Churches, or their denial 
of the validity of Presbyterian orders and sacraments. 

I have no wish to call in question the validity of Epis- 
copal ordination ; nor is it necessary that I should. But, 
in defence of my own, I must remind you that, in Scrip- 
ture, the words bishop and presbyter are used inter- 
changeably, and applied to the same person. Thus, it is 
said, that "from Miletus Paul sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the Church" {rous ^r^t^^vn^ns* the 

* No. 12, p. 12. + No. 8, p. 2. 
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pRESBYTBRs) ; and when they had come to him, he said, 
" Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock over 
whom the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers" (««•/- 
^icomt, bishops).* Again, " The elders (vr^ttrfiun^its, pres- 
byters) which are among you I exhort, who am also an 
elder (jftfA^^^ort^^i) and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ ; feed the flock of God which is among you, t^dng 
the oversight thereof {t*tfK»^nivTots\ not by constraint, but 
willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither 
as being lords over God s heritage, but being ensamples 
to the flock." f And so Titus, who is represented by our 
Episcopalian brethren as bishop of Crete, gets instructions 
frcMn the apostle in these terms : — " For this cause left I 
thee in Crete, that thou shouldst ordain elders (presby* 
TERs) in every city, as I had appointed thee : if any be 
blameless" — ''for a bishop must be blameless, as the 
steward of God." From these passages it is evident 
that various names were applied to the same person, and 
that, too, by reason of the same office ; — that there is no 
more reason for supposing the bishop to be other than a 
presbyter, than for creating the additional offices of 
"steward," "shepherd," "ambassador," or "servant;" 
and that different names are used merely to describe 
different aspects of the Christian ministry, in its various 
functions and relations towards the body of Christ. 
" The ordinary ministers were called pastors^ in refer- 
ence to shepherds who fed and led the flock. They 
were called presbyters^ or elders^ with reference to the 
senators among the Jews. They were called hishops^ 
i. tf., overseers or superintendents, by an allusion (pro- 
bably) ' to the superintendents of victuals amoag the 
-Greeks, who were called bishops also.' " But " the dis- 
tinction of a bishop and a priest, or minister, as if they 
had two different offices^ is not only a thing that they 
cannot prove out of Scripture, but that even contradicts 
the express words of Scripture, where bishops and priests 
are the names of one and the same office ; from whence 
it follows, that the priests having, by their first institu- 
* Acts XX. 17-28. t 1 Peter v. 1, 2. 
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tion, a right to confer ordination^ that right cannot be 
taken from them by merely human rules." * 

Episcopalian writers have felt considerable difficulty 
in saying who those persons were who are called both 
bishops and elders in Scripture, — some, w^ith Dodwell, 
holding that they were not diocesan bishops, but simple 
presbyters ; and others, with Hammond, that they were 
diocesan bishops, t But however this may be, we have 
express evidence of ordination by presbyters. We 
read of " the laying on of the hands of the presbytery," J 
and that, too, in the case of one who is supposed by the 
Oxford divines to have been the bishop of Ephesus, 
where, as we have already seen, many presbyters exer- 
cised Episcopal superintendence ; and Paul himself, 
although an apostle, was solemnly designated to a special 
service, by " certain prophets and teachers, who fasted 
and prayed, and laid their hands on him, and sent him 
away." § And this consideration, combined with the fact 
that we have no instance of the consecration of a dioce- 
san bishop, and no rules to regulate his office distinct 
from those which are applicable to presbyters, is a suffi- 
cient proof that no order of Prelacy was designed to be 
instituted in the Christian Church. 

Such were the views which, at the Reformation, led 
to the abolition of Prelacy in most of the Protestant 
Churches : the Reformers generally saw no more warrant 
in Scripture for the order of prelates, as distinct from 
pastors, than for the order of patriarchs or of popes ; 
and they discarded them all on the same ground whic 
Episcopalians allege in their own defence, when they 
would vindicate their nonconformity to the Church of 
Rome. They held that a. full ministry was imparted to 
every presbyter ; that the key of doctrine was not sepa- 
rated from the key of government or discipline ; and that, 
although their rights, like those of the prelates them- 

* Mons. Claude's Defence of the Reformation, vol. ii. pp. 233, 285. 
+ Presbyterian Review, vol. ii. 
X 1 Tim. iii. 4-14. § Acts xiii. 1-3. 

II See Calderwood's Altare Damascenum, cap. iv. — " De Episcopo et 
Presbytero ejusdem gradus." 
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selves, had been infringed by Popish custom, and left 
for a time in abeyance, yet being of divine origin, and 
inherent in their office, they could not be forfeited or pro- 
scribed: they resumed the exercise of powers which had 
lain dormant — they did not usurp or arrogate powers 
which the Bible conferred on others; and although 
popes and prelates withheld their sanction, or even pro- 
nounced their decision against them, they may say, in 
the very words of the Oxford Tracts, " there was no 
revolt, in any part of these transactions, against those 
who had a commission from God ; for it was the bishops 
and clergy themselves who maintained the just rights of 
their Church."* 

The objection, that the bishops by whom these re- 
forming presbyters were ordained had w« intention to 
confer, and did not actually confer on them the power 
of ordination, but, on the contrary, reserved it according 
to the rule of their Church, as their own peculiar prero- 
gative, is either utterly destitute of force, or is equally 
applicable to other points in which the Episcopal Church 
is as much concerned as any other branch of the Refor- 
mation. When, for example, Luther was ordained, by 
a form of words which afterwards made him shudder 
and express his astonishment that the earth had not 
opened and swallowed them up — " Accipe potestatem 
sacri/icandi pro vivis et mortuis" the terms of his 
commission, viewed in connection with the doctrine and 
practice of the Church, authorised him to ofiFer the sacri- 
fice of the mass, but not to celebrate the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper as it is used in the Reformed Church, 
still less to give the cup to the laity ; but as soon as he 
saw his scriptural commission in its true light, he acted 
upon it, rectifying by God's Word the errors and super- 
stitions of former times, and restoring to God's people 
a privilege which had long been unjustly withheld ; 
and if his office as a priest, viewed in the light of Scrip- 
ture, was sufficient to warrant this change, in opposition 
to the intention of those by whom that office was con- 

* No. 15, p. 4. 
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ferred, the same office is equally available for other scrip- 
tural reforms, however much they might be opposed by 
those who claimed to be obeyed as '' lords over God's 
heritage." 

Hitherto I have argued on the supposition that the 
bishops in England, and the pastors and presbyters in 
other parts of Europe, did, at the era of the Reforma- 
tion, reassert and resume the rights which they severally 
believed to belong to them by warrant of Holy Scrip- 
ture, in consequence of their public call to the ministry, 
and their ordination, while they were yet in connection 
with the Romish Church. And it has been my object 
to show, that if the existence of a lawful ministry, and 
the validity of the sacraments in the Reformed Churches, 
depended in any measure on their transmission by the 
rite of ordination from the Popish Church, the Presby- 
terian reformers were as much entitled to dispense with 
prelates as the Episcopal reformers were to dispense with 
patriarchs and popes. If this be established, it will be 
sufficient for the vindication of the great body of Pro- 
testants ; for " in the greatest part of those places wherein 
the Reformation was made, those who were most ardent- 
ly engaged in it were persons high in office and dignity 
in the Latin Church, who had as much a call as they 
can reasonably desire to preserve the bond of society en- 
tire, and to call assemblies together. In diverse places 
the Reformation was made by the consent of the greatest 
part of their pastors, as in England, in Scotland, in 
Swedeland, in Denmark, in Saxony, in the Palatinate, 
in Hessia, in Switzerland, and in many more cities and 
coimtries in Germany." " They kept up an external 
society, under the lawful ministry of a considerable 
number of their pastors."* " It has been objected," 
says Dr M*Crie, that *' in Scotland the Reformation was 
carried on chiefly by laymen. Were Guillaume, Rough, 
Knox, "Willock, Harlow, Winram, Spottiswood, Douglas 
and Carsewell, laymen ? "We have always understood 
that it was chiefly by ttese men that our Reformation 

* Claude's Defence, vol. ii. p. 188. See also pp. 228, 273. 
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this time the successors and spiritual descendants of the 
apostles?" it is said, " I shall surprise some people by 
the answer I shall give, though it is verj clear, and 
there is no doubt about it — the bishops. They stand 
in the place of the apostles, as far as the oflSce of ruling 
is concerned; and whatever we ought to do, had we 
lived when the apostles were alive, the same ought we 
to do for the bishops," "This is faith — to look at 
things not as seen, but as unseen ; — to be as sure that 
the bishop is Christ's appointed representative as if 
we actually saw him work miracles as St Peter did. '** 
And so, accordingly, the laity of England are exhorted 
to address the Church in language fit only to be spoken 
of Christ himself: — " If tempted, as any of us may be, 
hastily and needlessly to forsake her hallowed pale, let 
us reply to the temptation by addressing her in words 
somewhat similar to those of Peter to his Divine Master 
— ' To whom shall we go ? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life ; and we believe and art sure that thou art 
the* minister and representative of ' Christ, the Son of 
the living God.'" t 

In answer to such a claim, it is not enough to dispute 
whether the ministerial succession runs in the line of 
prelates or of pastors ; — ^it is imperatively necessary to 
reject the claim altogether, A succession there may 
be ; — but such a succession as is here contended for, 
there is none. The apostles had successors in the or- 
dinary office of preaching the Gospel, administering the 
sacraments, and exercising rule and discipline according 
to the Word of God ; but in whatever was peculiar to 
them, as inspired and infallible men, their office was 
not successive^ but permanent. " The ministry of the 
apostles was singular — that is to say, exclusively their 
own ; without succession, without communication, with- 
out propagation ; but it ought not to be thought that it 
was also as transitory a ministry as that of other men, 
for it is perpetual in the Church. Death has not shut 
their mouths as it has the others: they speak, they 

* No. 10, pp. 3, 4. + No. 5, p. 14. 
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mstruct, they incessantly spread abroad the faith, piety, 
and holiness among the souls of Christians ; and there 
is not another fountain from whence those virtues can 
descend, but from them. If any demand of us,^ — 
' What is this perpetual voice that we ascribe to them ?' 
we answer, that it is the doctrine of the New Testament, 
where they have set down all the efficacy of their mi- 
nistry, and the. whole virtue of that word which gave a 
being to the Church. There it is that their true chair 
and the apostoHc see is — there is the centre of the 
Christian unity — there it is that they incessantly call 
men, and join them into a society. Every other voice 
besides theirs is false and superstitious ; it is from theirs 
alone that the Church proceeds. ' But as to the ordi- 
nary ministry of the pastors, we cannot say the same 
thing ; it is not their voice, as it is distinct from that of 
the apostles, that begets the faith, that assembles Chris- 
tians into a society, or that produces the Chm-ch.' 
* They are no more than those external guides that God 
has established in the Church, to lead men to the Scrip- 
ture, and even such guides as cannot hinder us from 
going thither of ourselves, if we will ; and it is the 
Scripture, the voice of the apostles, or, to say better, 
the voice of Jesus Christ, which speaks by the apostles, 
that does all.* " * 

Is there, then, no apostolical succession at all ? I 
answer — ^there is a succession, if by that you mean a 
transmission of what the apostles taught and instituted 
in the Christian Church. There is, in this sense, the 
succession of divine truths transmitted from the apos- 
tles in the imperishable record of Scripture ; — ^there is 
the succession of divine ordinances^ the preaching of 
the Word, the administration of sacraments, and the 
exercise of discipline, which have their warrant in the 
Word, and have been observed, with greater or less 
purity from the apostolic age till now; — ^there is the 
succession of the Church, the body of Christ, the so- 
ciety of the faithful, including all in every age and 

* Claude's Defence, toI. ii. p. 234. 
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country who have been gathered into his fold; and, 
finally, there is a ministerial succession^ or the stated 
ministry of the Church's office-bearers, which will con- 
tinue till " the end of the world." They receive their 
message from the Word, — their commission from Christ, 
— their inward call from the Spirit, — their outward call 
from the Church, the congregation of the faithful. But 
what that ministerial succession is, and whether it may 
be perpetuated by bishops or presbyters, must be deter- 
mined, like every other question bearing on the order 
and government of Christ's house, by an appeal to the 
written Word. 

The Oxford writers seem to be aware of this when 
they say, '^ Doubtless the more clear and simple principle 
for a churchman to hold, is that of ministerial succes- 
sion^ which is undeniable as a fact, while it is most rea- 
sonable as a doctrine, and sufficiently countenanced in 
Scripture for its practical reception. Of this, Episco^ 
pacy^ i,e,, superintendence, t^ but an accident; though, 
for the sake of conciseness, it is often spoken of by us as 
synonymous with it." * And yet on this accident they 
would suspend the being of a Church, and found a claim 
to be regarded as the sole representatives of the apostles, 
and of Christ himself ! 

But even when we speak of a ministerial succession^ 
we must carefully guard against ajallacy which may be 
said to pervade the reasonings of the Oxford writers on 
this subject, and which has been well exposed by the 
present Archbishop of Dublin. " The fallacy consists 
in confounding together the unbroken apostolical succes- 
sion of a Christian ministry generally^ and the same 
succession in an unbroken line of this or that individual 
minister. The existence of such an order of men as 
Christian ministers continuously from the times of the 
apostles to this day, is perhaps as complete a moral 
certainty as any historical fact can be, because (indepen- 
dently of the various incidental notices by historians of 
such a class of persons) it is plain that if, at the present 

* No. 7, p. 1. 
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day, or a century ago, or ten centuries ago, a number of 
men had appeared in the world professing (as our clergy 
do now) to hold a recognised office in a Christian church, 
to which they had been regularly appointed by others, 
whose predecessors had, in like manner, held the same, 
and so on from the times of the apostles, — if, I say, such 
a pretence had been put forth by a set of men assuming 
an office which no one had ever heard of before, it is 
plain that they would at once have been refuted and 
exposed. And as this will apply equally to each suc- 
cessive generation of Christian ministers, till we come 
up to the time when the institution was confessedly new, 
*. e., to the time when Christian ministers were appointed 
by the apostles, who professed themselves eye-witnesses 
of the resurrection, we have (as Leslie has remarked) a 
standing monument in the Christian ministry, of the fact 
of that event as having been proclaimed immediately 
after the time when it was said to have occurred. 

" But if each man's Christian hope is made to rest on 
his receiving the Christian ordinances, at the hands of a 
minister to whom the sacramental virtue that gives effi- 
cacy to those ordinances has been transmitted, in unbroken 
succession, from hand to hand, every thing must depend 
on that particular minister, and his claim is by no 
means established from our merely establishing the un- 
interrupted existence of such a class of men as Christian 
ministers." " The Church of England rests the claims 
of ministers, not on some supposed sacramental virtue 
transmitted from hand to hand in imbroken succession 
from the apostles, in a chain, of which if any one link 
be even doubtful, a distressing uncertainty is thrown on 
all Christian ordinances, sacraments and church privi- 
leges for ever ; but on the fact of those ministers being 
the regularly appointed officers of a regular Chmstian 
community" * 

AVith this rational and liberal view of the subject the 
23d Article of the Church of England is in entire accord- 
ance. " It is not lawful for any man to take upon him 

* Archbishop Whately on the Kingdom of Christ, pp. 117, 180. 
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the office of publick preaching or ministering the sacra- 
ments in the congregation, before he be lawfully called 
and sent to execute the same. And those we ought to 
judge lawfully called and sent, which be chosen and 
called to this work by men who have publick authority 
given unto them in the congregation, to call and send 
ministers into the Lord's vineyard." The total silence 
of the Articles on the subject of the exclusive apostolical 
descent of bishops is so remarkable, that the Tractarians 
themselves have been obliged to refer to it ; and their 
plea is, " Our Articles are scarcely more than protests 
against specific existing errors of the 16th century, and 
neither are, nor profess to be, a system of doctrine ; *' and 
they give as instances, " the absence of any statement 
concerning the inspiration of Scripture," and " the omis- 
sion of any dii'ect safeguard in the Articles against dis- 
belief of the doctrine of the apostolical succession."* 

If it be enough to know that the Christian pastors, 
whose ministry we attend, are " the regularly appointed 
officers of a regular Christian community," we are re- 
lieved at once of the necessity, otherwise imperative, of 
tracing up their genealogy through a long and obscure 
line of descent to the apostolic age ; and can read with 
a smile the words even of an Oxford Professor, when he 
tells us, that " where parents and magistrates agree in 
recommending the Established Church, — you must be 
running a great risk, and setting at nought very grave tes- 
timony, if you adopt any other teachers than the clergyman 
of the parish." " You must ask, — not the clergyman, but 
all others who come to you, to produce their credentials ; 
not the clergyman^ for you have fully sufficient reason 
in the witness of your parents and of the State to believe 
he is right, until he is proved to be wrong." " But the 
clergyman may, as an indulgence^ give you a sight of his 
commission, teaching you that he is not an individual, 
but the representative of a vast body ! " t 

* No. 71, p. 32, vol. iv., Advertisements, p. xxxvii. 
+ Christian Morals, by Rev. Wm. Sewell, Professor of Morals, Oxford, 
pp. 21, 22. 
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But, it may be said, although the proof of actual, apos- 
tolical descent may not be absolutely necessary, surely 
it is desirable to get it, if it can in any case be obtained; 
and the Church of England is ready to exhibit her 
genealogy to the whole world. " As to the fact of the 
apostolical succession," say the Oxford writers, " this is 
too notorious to require proof. Every link in the 
chain is known from St Peter to our present metropo- 
litans*'* Again, " The bishops of the Church of Eng- 
land are the (successors of the apostles). There is not 
one of them who cannot trace his right to guide and 
gOTem Christ's Church, and to ordain its ministers, 
through a long line of predecessors, up to the favoured 
persons who were consecrated by the laying on of the 
holy hands of St Peter and St Paul. This is ?i fact 
which Dissenters from the Church of England do noty 
and cannot deny : nor do they profess that the autho- 
rity of those whom they call their ministers, to teach 
and administer the sacraments, rests at all on such 
grounds as these/' To adduce the testimony of any 
Dissenter in opposition to such a statement, might savour 
of presumption. " I cannot and dare not deny," on my 
own authority, although I am no Dissenter, a fact so 
solemnly vouched; but I may be permitted to place 
before you the declaration of an archbishop of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, who says what 
no Dissenter could modestly say, " There is not a 
minister in all Christendom who is able to trace up, 
with any approach to certainty, his own spiritual pedi- 
gree." f The archbishop adds an instance in illustra- 
tion, of which I profess to know nothing more than he 
has stated. " Even in the memory of persons living 
there existed a bishop, concerning whom there was so 
much mystery and uncertainty prevailing as to when, 
where, and by whom he had been ordained, that doubts 
existed in the minds of many persons whether he had 

* No. 7, p. 2. No. 29, p. 10. 
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eyer been ordained at all." To this I shall only add the 
testimony of a bishop of the English Church. 

"It hath not pleased God, in his providence, to keep 
up any proof of the least probability, or moral possibi- 
lity, of a regular uninten-upted succession. But there is 
a great appearance, and, humanly speaking, a certainty 
of the contrary, that the succession hath been often in- 
terrupted." " The regular uninterrupted succession of 
persons qualified and regularly ordained, is a matter 
impossible to he proved ; nay, the contrary is more than 
probable upon all historical evidence." * 

And now, my dear Sir, without further argument on 
claims which are wholly unworthy of being gravely dis- 
proved, you will be prepared to sympathize with an ex- 
pression of sentiment, strong indeed, but not too strong 
for the occasion, uttered by the eminent defender of the 
Reformation to whom I have already referred : — " To 
speak my own thoughts freely, it seems to me, that that 
firm opinion of the absolute necessity of Episcopacy, that 
goes so high as to own no Church, or call, or ministry, or 
sacrament, or salvation in the world, where there are no 
Episcopal ordinations, although there should be true faith, 
the true doctrine and piety there, — and which would that 
all religion should depend on 2i, formality ^ and even on a 
formality which we have shown to be of no other than 
human institution, — that opinion, I say, cannot be looked 
on otherwise than as " — " a piece of Pharisaism through- 
out, that strains at a gnat when it swallows a camel ; and 
I cannot avoid having at least a contempt for those kind 
of thoughts, and a compassion for those who fill their 
heads with them." f 

POSTSCRIPT, 

Containing a Catena Patrum of the Episcopal Church 
AGAINST the exclusive claims of the Oxford writers. 

* Bishop Hoadley*8 Preservative, p. 54. For a full discussion of 
this part of the subject, I may refer to Dr Brown of Langton's Letters 
on Puseyite Episcopacy, — a work of great learning and research. 

t Claude, vol. ii. p. 278. 
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An attempt is made in the 74*th Tract to establish the 
claims of the Oxford party, by the " testimony of writers 
in the later English Church to the doctrine of the apos- 
tolical succession." Extracts are given from the works 
of Bilson, Hooker, Bancroft, and forty others, all, more 
or less, distinguished contributors to the Christian litera- 
ture of England ; so that one feels as if his eye were 
dazzled by the brilliant array, and his mind OYcrwhelmed 
by the weight of such authorities. But on examining 
them a little more closely, you may obtain relief. You 
will find, first of all, that the Oxford writers have adopted 
a most convenient principle of selection, as they tell you 
in another place : — " In selecting, it has been thought 
advisable ' not to include the writings of the Reformers 
of the 16th century,* — ' it has been thought scifer to show 
that the succession of our standard divines, ever since 
their times, understood them to hold that view of doc- 
trine.' " * You will find, secondly, that instead of attempt- 
ing to prove, even by authorities thus warily selected, 
the high claims elsewhere advanced on behalf of an 
apostolic Episcopal succession, their tone is considerably 
lowered, and they speak not now of a Prelatic, but 
simply of a ministerial succession : — " The doctrine in 
dispute is this : That Christ founded a visible Church 
as an ordinance for ever, and endowed it once for all 
with spiritual privileges, and set his apostles over it as 
the first in a line of ministers and rulers^ like them- 
selves, except in their miraculous gifts, and to be con- 
tinued from them by successive ordination ; in conse- 
quence that to adhere to this Church, thus distinguished, 
is among the ordinary duties of a Christian, and is the 
means of his appropriating the Gospel blessings with an 
evidence of his doing so, not attainable elsewhere." t 
Not a word about the exclusive claims of Prelacy, or the 
indispensable necessity of Prelatic ordination to the vali- 
dity of the Christian ministry. And, thirdly, you will 
find, that after the Thesis has been thus generaUsed, the 
extracts which are adduced to establish it, so far from 
♦ No. 78, p. 1. + No. 74, pp. 1, 2. 
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supporting the exclusive claims of the Tractarians, are in 
some instances directly opposed to them ; their own 
chosen artillery may be directed against themselves. 
Many of these passages prove nothing more than the ex- 
istence of a governing power in the Church, without 
determining in whom it is vested. For instance, 

BiLSON. — " Many things in the apostles were, per^ 
sonal; yet, that all their gifts ended with their lives, 
and no part of their charge and power remained to their 
after comers, may neither be confessed by us, nor afcm- 
ed by any, unless we mean whoUy to subvert the Church 
of Christ." 

Andrews. — " The commission, ' being neither per- 
sonal nor peculiar to them as apostles, nor again common 
to all as Christians, it must needs be committed to them 
as ministers, priests, or preachers, and consequently to 
those that in that office and function do succeed them, 
to whom this commission is still continued,* ' yet not so 
that absolutely without (the word, John xx. 23) God 
cannot bestow it on whom or when He pleaseth, or that 
He is bound to this means only, and cannot work with- 
out it ; for, gratia Dei non alligatur medis, — ^the grace 
of God is not bound but free, and can work tvithout 
means either of word or sacrament ; and as without 
means, so without ministers, how and when to Him 
seemeth good.'" 

Bramhall. — " Episcopacy was comprehended in the 
apostolic office, tanquam trigonus in tetragono" " I 
cannot assent to his minor proposition, that either all or 
ant/ considerable part of the Episcopal divines in Eng- 
land do unchurch all or most part of the Protestant 
Churches." "Some of these have an ordinary unin- 
terrupted succession of pastors, some by the names of 
bishops, others under the name of seniors, unto this day." 
" Episcopal divines do not deny those churches to be • 
true churches, wherein salvation may be had." " Epis- 
copal divines vdll readily subscribe to the determination 
of the learned bishop of Winchester, in his answer to 
the 2d Epistle of Molinoeus, — ' Nevertheless if our form 
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(o£ Episcopacy) be of divine right, it doth not follow 
from thence that there is not salvation without it, or 
that a Church cannot subsist without it. He is blind 
who does not see churches consisting without it : he is 
hard-hearted who denieth them salvation/ *' 

Hammond. — "Who are the apostles* successors in 
that power f and when the question is asked, of what 
power, I must be understood of the power oi governing 
the Church peculiarly." " And first I answer, that it 
being a matter of fact or story, later than that the Scrip- 
ture can universally reach to, it cannot be fiilly satisfied 
or answered from thence," — ^but " is made clear firom the 
consent of the Greek and Latin Fathers, who generally 
resolve that bishops are those successors." 

Sharpe (of York). — " That Church is always meant 
of the whole company of Christians dispersed over all 
the world, that profess the common faith T though per- 
haps none of them without mixture of error), and enjoy 
the administration of the word and sacraments under 
their lawful pastors and governors ; — all these people, 
wherever they live, or by what name soever they call 
themselves^ make up together that one body of Christ 
which we call the Catholic Church/' 

These specimens will enable you to judge how far the 
authorities to which they appeal are favourable to the 
exclusive claims of the Tractarian party. I do not as- 
sert that they have adduced no testimony in their favour, 
for every one knows that there has been a small section 
of the Episcopal Church in England, and a stiU larger 
in Scotland, who have always advocated the narrow 
views of Laud ; but, on a review of the writings of Epis- 
copal divines, I find that they may be divided into three 
classes : — the Jirst^ comprising those who held Prelacy 
to be of divine right, but did not deny the validity of 
ordination by presbyters, or refuse the name of Churches 
to those Christian societies in which Prelacy had been 
discontinued ; the second^ comprising those who, while 
they approved of Episcopal government, regarded it 
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merely as a lawftil and useful expedient, adopted by the 
Church for the sake of order, but without express 
divine appointment; and the thirds the smallest, and 
in every respect the least considerable, comprising those 
who held the divine right of Episcopacy in a sense which 
rendered Episcopal ordination the exclusive channel of 
ministerial gifts and grace. 

Father Paul tells us, in his History of Benefices, 
that the English divines did not maintain the divine 
right of Episcopacy. And it is well known that, even 
at the Council of Trent, the opinion was held that the 
pope could not take away authority from a priest or 
presbyter, because he has it from Christ ; but he may 
take away jurisdiction from a bishop, because he has it 
from the pope himself, jure pontifico. But the best 
evidence on the subject will be found in the writings of 
Episcopal divines themselves ; and I shall present you 
with a few extracts, premising only that my principle 
of selection must give prodigious weight to their testi- 
mony. It were easy to quote from Calvin and Beza, 
Zuingle, CEcolampadius, Bucer, Blondel, Baillie, Cal- 
derwood, Gillespie, Jamieson, Owen, Howe, Baxter, 
Rutherford, Rule, and a host of other worthies of the 
Reformed Church, all bearing testimony, like the writers 
quoted by the Oxford divines, in favour of the system 
to which they were personally attached ; but when I 
omit these, and call my witnesses from the other side, — 
when I draw my testimonies from the bosom of the 
English Church itself, you will agree with me in think- 
ing that no evidence could be less suspicious or more 
entirely conclusive. 

Catena Patrum of the English Church. 

Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, with the Arch- 
bishop of York, and Eleven Bishops, in the reign of 
Henry VIII. 

" Albeit the holy fathers of the Church w^hich suc- 
ceeded the apostles, minded to beautify and ornate the 
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Cliurcli of Christ with all those things which were com- 
mendable in the temple of the Jews, did devise not 
only certain ceremonies,"—" but did also institute certain 
inferior orders or degrees, as janitors, lectors, acolites, 
and sub-deacons. Yet the truth is, that in the New 
Testament there is no mention made of any degrees or 
distinctions in orders, but only of decLcons or ministers^ 
and of pinests or bishops. Nor is there any word 
spoken of any other ceremony used in the conferring of 
this sacrament, but only of prayer and the imposition 
of the bishop's hands." 

Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester, and Martyr, 1 555* 

" The Church of God is the congregation of the 
faithful, wherein the WordJIof God is truly preached, 
and the sacraments truly ministered, according to the 
institution of Christ ; and the Church of God is not 
by God's Word taken for the multitude or company of 
men, as of bishops, priests, and such other, — but it is the 
company of all men hearing God's Word, and obeying 
the same ; lest that any man should be seduced, believ- 
ing' himself to be bound unto an ordinary succession of 
bishops and priests^ but only unto the Word of God, 
and the right use of the sacraments" 

Bradford, Prebendary, and Martyr, 1555. 

The Bishop of Chichester having said, " He is an 
heretic, and so none of the Church, that doth hold any 
doctrine against the definition of the Church ; " Brad- 
ford emphatically said, — " O my lord, will ye condemn 
to the devil any man that believeth truly the twelve 
articles of the faith (wherein I take the unity of Christ's 
Church to consist), although, in some points, he believe 
not the definition of that which ye call the Church ? 
I doubt not but that he which holdeth firmly the articles 
of our belief, though, in other things, he dissent from 
your definition, yet he shall be saved.'* 
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Becon, Chaplain to Archbishop Cranmer, and 

Prebendary. 

" The kingdom of heayen is expounded to he the 
whole congregation of the faithful abiding in this life, 
in whom the Lord, by his "Word and Spirit, doth invisibly 
dwell and reign." " The kingdom of heaven is whereso- 
ever GocTs Word is preached ; from which kingdom they 
only are excluded who believe not the "Word." 

Ridley, Bishop of London, and Martyr, 1555. 

" The holy Catholic or Universal Church, which is 
the communion of saints, the house of God, the city of 
God, the spouse of Christ, the body of Christ, the pillar 
and stay of the truth, — this Church, I believe, according 
to the creed. This Church I reverence and honour in 
Lord. But the rule of this Church is the Word of 
God, according to which rule we go forward unto life. 
And as many as walk according to this rule, ^ peace be 
upon them, and upon Israel, which pertaineth unto God.' 
The guide of this Church is the Holy Ghost. The 
marks whereby this Church is knovni to me in this dark 
world, and in the midst of this crooked and iroward 
generation, are these, — the sincere preaching of God^s 
holy Word, the due administration of the sacraments, 
— and faithfxd observing of ecclesiastical discipline ac- 
cording to the Word of God. And that church or con- 
gregation which is garnished with these marks, is in 
very deed that heavenly Jerusalem, which consists of 
those who are bom from above. This is the mother of 
us all. And, by God*s grace, I will live and die the 
child of this Church. 

" At every poor bishop's hands, and of his suffragan, 
you shall have the hallowing of churches, chapels, altars, 
super-altars, chalices, and of all the whole household 
stuflFand adornment, which shall be used in the Church 
according to the Romish guise ; for all these must be 
esteemed of such high price, that they may not be done 
but by a consecrated bishop only. Oh ! Lord, all these 
things are such as thy apostles never knew." 
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Philpot, Archdeacon of Winchester, and Martyr, 1555. 
Bishop Bonner having said, " The succession of bishops 
in the see of Rome can be proved from time to time, as 
cannot be of any other place so well, which is a manifest 
proof of the Catholic Church ;** Philpot replied, "Al- 
though you could prove the succession of bishops from 
Peter, yet this is not sufficient to prove Rome the 
Catholic Church, unless you can prove the profession of 
Peter's faith^ whereupon the Catholic Church is built, 
has continued in his successors at Rome, and at this 
present time remains there. 

" There are two things, principally, by which the 
clergy at this day deceive the whole realm, — i, e,y the 
sacrament of the body and blood of Christ, and the 
name of the Catholic Church ; both which they usurp, 
having indeed neither of them." 

In his thirteenth examination (before the Archbishop 
of York and other bishops), — 

*' York. Why, let us go to the definition of the Church, 
— what is it ? 

" Phil. It is a congregation of people, dispersed 
through the world, agreeing together in the Word of 
God, using the sacraments and all other things according 
to the same. 

" York. If you will learn, I will show you by St 
Austin that he proves the Catholic Church by two 
principal points, which are, universality, and succession 
of bishops in one apostolical see from time to time. 

" Phil. I deny the antecedent, that the Catholic Church 
is only known by universality, and succession of bishops. 

" York. How answer you this argument ? Rome has 
a known succession of bishops, which your Church has 
not : ergOy it is the Catholic Church, and your's is not ; 
because no such succession can be proved for your. 
Church. 

" Phil. I deny, my Lord, that succession of bishops is 
an infallible point to know the Church by ; for there 
may be a succession of bishops known in a place, and 
yet there be no Church, as at Antioch and at Jerusalem ; 



38 THE APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 

but if you put to the succession of bishops, succession aj^ 
doctrine atso^ I will grant it to be a good proof for tHe 
Catholic Church; but a local succession alone is not 
available. 

" Chichester. My Lord, and it please your Grace, turn 
the argument upon him which you have made, and let 
him show the succession of the bishops of his Church, as 
we can do. How say you, can you show the succession 
of bishops in your Church from time to time ? I tell 
you this argument troubled Dr Ridley so sorely that 
he could not answer it. 

" Phil. I wonder, my Lord, you should make this 
argument, which you would turn upon me, for the trial 
of my Church, whereof I am, or that you would make 
Bishop Ridley so ignorant that he was not able to answer 
it ; since it is of no force. For, behold, first, I denied 
you that local succession of bishops in one place is a 
necessary point alone to prove the Catholic Church by, 
and that which I have denied you cannot prove ; and 
is it, then, reasonable that you should put me to the 
trial of that which, by you, is unproved, and of no force 
to conclude against me ? " 

Latimer, Bishop of "Worcester, and Martyr, 1555. 

" You should not be offended with my similitude, 
because I liken preaching to a ploughman's labour, and 
a prelate to a ploughman. But now you will ask me, 
whom I call a prelate ? A prelate is that man, whatso- 
ever he is, that has a flock to be taught by him ; whoso- 
ever has any spiritual charge in the faithful congrega- 
tion, and whosoever he is that has a cure of souls. 

" Ever since the prelates were made lords and nobles, 
their plough standeth, there is no work done, the people 
starve." 

Tyndal, Translator of the Sacred Scriptures, and 

Martyr. 

" Every man, then, may be a common preacher, thou 
wilt say, and preach everywhere by his own authority. 
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Naj, verily ; no man may yet be a common preacher, 
save he that is called and chosen thereto by the common 
ordinance of the congregation^ as long as the preacher 
teaches the true Word of Cfod." "If the preacher 
preach wrong, then may any man, whatsoever he be, 
rebuke him first privately, and then, if that help not, 
complain further. And when all is proved, according to 
the order of charity, and yet no amendment had, tnen 
every man that can ought to resist him, and to stand 
by Christ's doctrine, and to jeopard life and all for it." 
" Are we otherwise under our bishops, than Christ, and 
his apostles, and all the other prophets were under the 
bishops of the old law? Nay, verily; and therefore 
may we, and also ought we to do as they did, and to 
answer, — we must rather obey God than man. In the 
Gospel, every man is Christ's disciple, and a person for 
himself to defend Christ's doctrine in his own person. 
The feith of the bishop will not help me, nor is the 
bishop's keeping the law suMcient for me. But I must 
believe in Christ for the remission of all sin, for mine 
own self and in mine own person,^ 

Jewel, Bishop of Salisbury, 1591. 

" The apostle saith, ' he was allowed of God' (to be 
put in trust with the ministry). They that enter into 
the ministry must be allowed not of men only, but of 
God. Therefore, whosoever takes that charge over the 
people, must look narrowly into himself, and see whether 
his calling be of God, If he have not a testimony that 
God hath called him inwardly, all other outward calling 
is to small purpose" 

" The catholic Church of God standeth not in multi- 
tude of persons, but in weight of truth^ otherwise Christ 
himself and his apostles have not been catholic." " The 
Church of God is compared to the moon, for that she 
waxeth and waneth as the moon doth, and sometimes is 
frill, sometimes is empty ; and, therefore, as St Augus- 
tine saith, is called catholic, because she is universally 
perfect, and halteth in nothing, and is not now shut up 

c 
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in one only country, as was the Church of the Jews, hut 
is poured throughout the whole world. Though the 
hearts of men often have changes, yet God's truth is 
evermore one, and, he it in many or in few, is ever 
catholic. Although there were hut two faithful men 
remaining in the world, yet even in those two, the 
Church, which is the unity of the faithful, should be 
saved." 

'^ The Church is not among men by reason of any 
ecclesiastical or peculiar authority or dignity, because 
many princes, and high priests, and others of inferior 
sort, have forsaken the faith." " But the Church of 
God is in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is the company of the faithful, whom God 
hath gathered together in Christ by his Word, and by the 
Holy Ghost, to honour Him, as He has himself appoint- 
ed. This Church heareth the voice of the Shepherd,** 
^' and goeth not forth, or beyond her bounds, that is, the 
Holy Scriptures." 

'' The apostle plainly teaches that bishops and priests 
are all one." 

Fox, the Martyrologist. 

" It behoves us duly and orderly to define and dis- 
pose all and every thing apart by itself, — ^not those things 
only which are promised^. hut withal the persons, the 
place, the cause, and consideration and all other circum- 
stances of the promises. And, therefore, albeit we grant 
unto them that all those promises (about Christ's pre- * 
sence with the Church, and the power of the keys) are 
true, whereupon they brag so much, touching the suc- 
cession of the patriarchs and apostles, yet shall they 
never be able to win this at our hand, viz«, that this 
ordinary descent, according to the law of the flesh, is a 
sufficient foundation to build the Church of God upon. 
In the which, if we behold nothing else besides the out- 
ward form of succession only^ who can be so far blind 
as not to be able to discern the manifold alterations of 
orders and observances which the Lord, from time to 
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time, hath changed and disposed contrary to the first 
constitution." ^^ Neither is it so much material to know 
where, or by what means, the Church of Christians 
sprung up at the first, so that it hold fast the sincerity 
of the pure Word, of undefiled faiths and the due ad- 
ministration of the sacraments^ by which three things 
the Church is preserved and sanctified/' 

Bishop Bedell. 

" Yea, but in France, Holland, and Germany, they 
have no bishops. First, What if I should defend they 
have ? — ^because a bishop and presbyter are all one^ as 
St Jerome maintains, and proves out of Holy Scripture, 
and the use of antiquity. Of which judgment, as Me- 
dina confesseth, are sundry of the antient Fathers, both 
Greek and Latin — St Ambrose, Augustine, Sedulius, 
Primasius, Chrysostom, Theodoret, CEcumenius, and 
Theophylact ; which point I have largely treated of in 
another place." 

Bishop Stillinoflebt. 

'' As to the matter itself, I believe, on the strictest in- 
quiry, Medina's judgment will prove true, that Jerome, 
Austin, &c., were all of Aerius's judgment as to the 
identity of both name and order of bishops and presby- 
ters in the primitive Church." 

" We see, by the testimony chiefly of him (Cranmer) 
who was instrumental in our Reformation, that he 
< owned not Episcopacy as a distinct order from Presby- 
tery of divine rights but only as a prudent constitution 
of the civil magistrate for the better government of the 
Church." 

'' I doubt not but to make it evident, that the main 
ground for settling. Episcopal government in this nation, 
was not accounted any pretence of divine rights but the 
conveniency of that form of Church government to the 
state and condition of this Church at the time of its 
reformation." 
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Bishop Burnet. 

*' Whatever some hotter spirits hare thought of this 
since that time, yet we are very sure, that not only those 
who penned the Articles, hut the hody of this Church for 
above half an age afier^ did, notwithstanding those 
irregularities, acknowledge the foreign Churches, so con- 
stituted, to he true Churches^ as to all the essentials of a 
Church." 

Dr Sherlock. 

" I am sure that is not a safe communion where there 
is not a succession of apostolical doctrine; hut whether 
the want of a succession of bishops will, in all cases, tin- 
churchy will admit of a greater dispute. I am sure a 
true feith in Christ, with a true Gospel conversation, will 
save men ; and some learned Romanists defend that old 
definition of the Church, that it is caetus fidelium^ the 
company of the faithful, and will not admit hishops or 
pastors into the definition of a Church." 

Dr Claggbt. 

" From the apostles' times till the Council of Trent, 
the constant universal doctrine concerning the Church 
was this, that it is the society of the faithful, without 
ever inserting into the definition of it any thing relat- 
ing to its heing united to the pope, or any other bishop, 
as to a visible head." 

Testimonies to the same purport might be multiplied 
indefinitely; but these may suffice to show that the 
Church of England is not chargeable with the illiberal 
doctrine of the Oxford school. They have been adduced 
for this end, not to prove that her divines were opposed 
to Episcopacy or indifferent to it, but that they adhered 
to it in such a sense as left them free to acknowledge 
other societies as true Churches of Christ. You may 
further consult, if you find it necessary. 

Bishop Pearson on the Holy Catholic Church. 

Bishop Burnet on the Nineteenth Article. 
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Chillingworth, chap. v. 
Usher on Episcopacy, &c. ; and 
Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity. 

I may add, that, in present circumstances, nothing 
can he more useful than a familiar acquaintance "with 
the writings of the first English Reformers ; and that 
you will find copious selections from them, in a very 
conyenient form, in the twelve Tolumes of British Re- 
formers published by the Tract Society. — I am, my dear 
Sir, &c. 
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LETTER III. 



SECTARIAN EXCLUSIVENESS. 

My Dear Sir, 

It has been justly remarked, that " many 
persons, perhaps most, are tolerant or intolerant, accord- 
ing to their respectiye tempers^ and not according to 
their principles^ And hence, while some who have held 
latitudinarian views, have been violent persecutors, — 
others, who have advocated strict, and even exclusive 
opinions, have been mild and liberal, both in their lan- 
guage and conduct. The tendency, however, of such 
high Church views as are promulgated in the Oxford 
Tracts, is to produce intolerance ; and although in some 
cases that tendency may be counteracted, either by con- 
stitutional mildness, or the influence of Divine grace, it 
will manifest itself, in others, where it is less restrained, 
by a spirit of exclusive sectarianism, utterly opposed to 
the catholic spirit of the Gospel. And even in the self- 
same mind there will often be a sore struggle between 
the cold bigotry of the head and the warmer feelings of 
the heart. 

You will have no difficulty, I think, in discovering 
some traces of this tendency, and even perhaps of this 
struggle, in the Tracts for die Times. There is even an 
appearance of inconsistency in the way in which they 
speak of those who dissent from the Episcopal Church. 
Sometimes they are more liberal and indulgent, at other 
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times more stern and inflexible, as if either the Tracts 
were written by men of different tempers, or, if by the 
same indiyidual, yet in yery different moods of mind. 
There is occasionally an obvious reluctance to carry out 
their principles to the full extent of their legitimate 
application, and an effort, either to evade the avowal of 
it, or to screw up their courage to make it. Thus, while 
they lay it down as a maxim, that '' as the sacraments, 
so commimion with the Church is generally necessary 
to salvation in the case of those who can obtain it," * — a 
maxim which, when embraced with their definition of 
the Church as "the Church visible with its bishops, 
priests, and deacons," might seem to exclude all except 
Episcopalians from the hope of salvation ; yet, when the 
question is put, " Do you then unchurch all Presbyte- 
rians — all Christians who have no bishops?" — the answer 
i«, " We do not exclude them from salvation ; necessary 
to salvation, and necessary to Church communion, are 
not to be used as convertible terms." t But again, there 
is a struggle betwixt this liberal feeling and the less 
liberal opinion which cannot coalesce with it. *' Do we 
not hover about our ancient home, the home of Cyprian 
and Athanasius, without the heart to take up our abode 
in it, yet afraid to quit the sight of it; boasting of 
our Episcopacy, yet unwilling to condemn Separatism ; 
claiming a descent from the apostles, yet doubting of the 
gifts attending it ; and trying to extend the limits of 
the Church for the admission of Wesleyans and Presbyte- 
rians, while we profess to be exclusively primitive ? Alas ! 
is not this to witness against ourselves, like coward sin^ 
ners who hope to serve the world, without giving up 
God's service." J And so, on the whole, they seem to 
have resolved, although it might, be after an inward 
struggle, that " by showing a bold front, and defending 
the rights of the Church, we are taking the only course 
which can make us respected." § 

It is true they protest against the charge of bigotry 

* No. 2, p. 3. t No. 4, p. 6. t No. 25, p. 3. § No. 2, p. 4. 
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or intolerance ; and one of their Tracts is entitled, " The 
Catholic Church a Witness against Real Illiberality." 
And what is their defence ? " Bigotry or intolerance ia 
the disposition to make unimportant points important, 
hut the Catholic Church acts on the principle of in- 
sisting on no points hut such as are of importance." 
'' This is shown in the case of the parties within the 
Chu7'ch, as well as the heresies and sects external to it, 
e, g,^ the Augustinians, the Jansenists, or the Armini- 
ans, among ourselves,** " She can afford to receive 
tvithin her pale varieties of opinion, imposing on its 
memhers, not agreement in minor matters, but a cha- 
ritable forbearance and mutual sympathy,"— <ui admir - 
able proof of the latitudinarianism of a Church, but none 
of her liberality. Within her own pale she can tolerate 
much ; beyond it, nothing, at least under the name of a 
Church. Acknowledge her bishops, and you may be a 
disciple of Augustine, or of Arminius, as you please, 
and yet be a good Christian ; but cease to be a Church- 
man, and, whether Calvinist or Arminian, you must 
consent to be called a schismatic and an alien. 

The Oxford writers speak much of the cathoucity 
of the Church ; but their peculiar views cannot be con- 
sistently maintained without destroying that noble and 
elevating doctrine, and engendering a spirit of EXCLTrsiYE 
SECTARIANISM. They have no pretensions to the name 
of " The Catholic Church," They cut themselves off 
from the fellowship and sympathy of all other Churches, 
and seem even to glory in their isolation, saying, " The 
peculiarity of our reformation corresponded with the 
place assigned to us by God's providence, as an island^ 
people, and both with God's blessing, — 'This people 
shall dwell alone^ and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations.' "* This is the natural fruit — ^not of a belief in 
Episcopacy as a useful, or even as a divinely instituted 
office in the Christian Church, — for that belief may be 
entertained consistently with the maintenance of a truly 

* No. 82, p. 33. 
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catholic spirit, but of a belief in Episcopacy as- essential 
to the very being 6f the Church, which is alike destitute 
of any foundation in Scripture, and unauthorised by the 
Articles of the Church of England. 

Permit me to solicit your serious attention to what I 
conceive to be the radical errors regarding the nature 
and constitution of the Christian Church, from which 
this bitter fruit proceeds. 

Their definition of the Church is essentially unsound, 
and their account of the marks by which the true 
Church may be discriminated, is widely different from 
that of their reforming ancestors. I have already re- 
ferred to the admirable definition given in the 19th 
Article, in which " the visible Church of Christ" is said 
to be " a congregation of faithful men^ in the which 
the pure Word of God is preached, and the sacraments 
be duly administered, according to Christ's ordinance 
in all those things that of necessity are requisite to the 
same." This truly catholic article can in no way be 
reconciled with the exclusive pretensions of the Oxford 
divines, unless on the supposition that the sacraments 
cannot be duly administered according to Christ's ordi- 
nance, excepting by those who have received Episcopal 
ordination ; and not only so, but that this is ^^ one of 
those things that of necessity are requisite to the same;" 
— ^but how this supposition can consist with that other 
statement in the 2dd Article, ^^ of ministering in the 
congregation," which declares that " those we ought to 
judge lawfully called and sent, which be chosen and 
called to this work by men who have publick authority 
given unto them in the congregation, to call and send 
ministers into the Lord's vineyard," remains to be ex- 
plained. It is nowhere said in the English Articles 
that this public authority belongs only to bishops, or 
that a Christian ministry cannot exist without Episcopal 
ordination. But contrast with the catholic doctrine of 
the Article the definition of the Church which is given 
in the Tracts for the Times. " What do we conceive is 
meant by it ? (the one Catholic and Apostolic Church.) 
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As people vaguely take it in the present day, it seems 
only an assertion that there is a numher of sincere 
Christians scattered throughout the world. Douhtless, 
the only true and satisfactory meaning is, that which 
our divines have ever taken, that there is on earth an 
existing society, — apostolic, as founded hy the apostles, 
— catholic, hecause it spreads its hranches in every 
place ; — u e., the Church visible, with its bishops, 
priests, and deacons." * Here Prelacy is inserted in the 
very definition of the Christian Church. And in another 
Tract, when the rector asks his parishioner — "What 
did you suppose the word (^Church) to mean?" and is 
answered by the honest layman — " All sincere Christians 
in all parts of the world, to whatever Church or sect 
they might belong," Dr Spencer corrects the definition, 
and lets him know that '^ the Church means a body of 
men, bound by the same laws, acting together, speaking 
the same thing, attending the same worship, reverencing 
the same pastors and teachers, and receiving at their 
hands the sacraments which Christ has ordained." t 

And so in regard to the marks of the true Church. 
Not content with the pure preaching of the "Word, or 
the due administration of sacraments, the Oxford writers 
tell us, that " the Church of Christ must possess certain 
marks, to which not even a pretence is made by the 
numerous sects of Dissenters with which our country, 
from different unfortunate circumstances, abounds." J 
And what are these marks ? What is the test by which 
the true Church may infallibly be distinguished ? Not 
mere purity of doctrine, — for that may possibly exist 
among Dissenters ; not eminent grace in her ministers, — 
for " ordination is a rite partaking in a high degree of 
the sacramental character; and as the sacraments be 
effectual because of Christ's institution and promise, 
although they be ministered by evil men, so the grace 
of ordination may be conveyed down by virtue of our 
Lord's institution, even through the hands of evil men.** § 
" Nor is it much to the purpose, as regards our duty 

• No. 2, p. 3. t No. 29, p. 5. $ lb., p. 8. § No. 77, p. 10. 
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towards it (the visible Church), what are the feelings 
and spiritual state of the individuals who are its ofii- 
cers." Not any of these; but the line op succession 
preserved to our times ^' may enable the most simple- 
minded and unlearned person to discriminate between 
the true Church of Christ and the unauthorised sects 
which call themselves Christ's followers, now almost as 
clearly as he could had he lived in the days of the 
apostles themselves." * 

Apostolical descent, then, and Episcopal orders, are 
not only essential to the validity of a Christian ministry, 
but they are the characteristic marks, the distinguishing 
features of the Christian Church! The pastor who 
has received " the sacramental virtue," by the laying on 
of Episcopal hands, possesses that mark, and no other 
can pretend to it. The Assembly of Divines at West- 
minster were, for the most part, destitute of it ; Baxter, 
Owen, and Howe were unauthorised teachers ; but the 
Archbishop who planned the assassination of Lorenzo de 
Medici> choosing for his instruments — priests, and for 
the scene of the tragedy — ^the house of prayer, and for 
the season — the holy Sabbath, and for the signal — the 
elevation of the host,f was not only in the line of the 
apostolic succession, but could impart a sacramental 
virtue by the laying on of his bloody hands, such as the 
most pious Dissenter must be content to desiderate. 
Surely there are other scriptural characteristics of a 
Gospel ministry, and other scriptural marks of a true 
Church. Why insist on this .mere external formality, 
which may attach to the best or the worst of men, to 
the exclusion or neglect of the weightier matters of the 
law ? I have read in Scripture that a Christian bishop 
and presbyter must be blameless, apt to teach, sober, 
giving himself to reading, to exhortation, and prayer ; 
that a Christian Church should be a body of faithful 
men, separated from the world, and united by faith and 
love to Christ. These marks are surely not less im- 
portant, nor need they be less visible than the one, 

* No. 2d, p. 10. f Roscoe*B Life of Lorenzo de Medici* 
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discriminating feature which the Oxford writers select. 
Why gi?e to it such a prominent place, as must leave 
the impression on eyery mind, that were every other 
mark awanting, this one would suffice ; and were every 
other mark present, the ahsence of this one would ren- 
der them all of no avail ? 

But Episcopal succession is not only a mark; of the 
true Church, it is the principle of the Church's unity. 
" Do we support the hishop, and strive to move .all to- 
gether with him, as our hond of imion and head?" 
This may he within a particular diocese ; but — " the 
faith of the holy Catholic Church, grounded upon God's 
holy Word, is the bond of unity, a link which so binds 
together the congregation of the faithful every where^ 
that there is but one body and one spirit ;"* ^' and al- 
though there be many bishops, yet the Episcopal office is 
but one," '' they all meet in the same centre, Jesus Christ. 
Therefore it is all one Churchy and not a thousand 
independent churches." t It had been thought that 
the Church's unity might be preserved, where entire 
uniformity in matters of government and discipline wa9 
not maintained ; it had even been alleged that its unity 
depended chiefly on the profession of the same truth, 
the worship of the same God, the believing reliance on 
the same ^viour, the indwelling of the same Spirit, the 
reception of the same sacraments, and such spiritual 
resemblances as may well subsist betwixt devout men 
of all denominatioDS ; but if the bishop be the bond of 
unity, or if Episcopal ordination be in any way essential 
to it, the majority of the Reformed Churches must be 
schismatical. But let us examine this link somewhat 
more closely. Take the poetical description of an Oxford 
Professor. " What, then, was the Catholic Church ? It 
was a society framed to extend over the whole earth, 
which, like that Indian tree, might grow up in stateli- 
ness and beauty, throwing out its roots on all sides, and 
from them shooting up fresh tnmks, each to become a 
great tree itself, each to send forth new roots, and these 

* No. 3, p. 8, t No. 16, p. 4. $ No. 52, p. 4. 
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roots new trunks and trees, nntil the surface of the earth 
was covered, and all the heasts of the field might lie 
down for shelter in its shade. It was a society intended 
to be at once many and one, — many in its independent 
branches^ for every bishop and diocese constituted a 
distinct church ; one in the root from which it sprung, 
in the identity of doctrine which it taught, in the spirit 
which circulated though every limb, in the source of its 
powers, in its hopes and faith, and joy, and sorrow, and 
love, and fear/'* In this gorgeous and imposing picture 
what have w^e but a huge system of independency^ 
independency as belonging to dioceses, instead of con- 
gregations. The independent power of every bishop, 
and "the distinct church belonging to every diocese," 
are not, it seems, inconsistent with the Church's unity, 
— that depends on other and more spiritual elements, on 
similarity of faith and spirit, on Christian fellowship 
and sympathy ; — and why should it be thought that 
distinct churches, with independent powers, beyond her 
pale, may not have the same unity ? The unity of the 
Church of England itself, as a vast visible corporation, 
does not arise from Episcopal ordination, — for every 
bishop is independent, and every diocese distinct, — but 
from the laws by which they are bound together, by their 
common Articles and Liturgy, and other circumstances of 
a similar kind. Nay, that very ordination, when con- 
ferred without their consent, within their own ecclei^as- 
tical province, may be the occasion of schism, rather 
than the bond of unity. For, hear themselves. " We 
acknowledge the pope and his bishops, in foreign coun- 
tries, to be, by statute, ministers of the Church," — " yet 
we feel that in sending their representatives hither, to 
act in defiance of the Church already established, they 
are exceeding the limits of their authority. We fisel 
that God, who is the author, not of confusion, but of 
peace in churches of the saints, cannot sanction the 
intrusion of one hishop, however dtdy consecrated, into 
the see of another, with a view to the usurpation of his 

* Sewel'8 Moials, p. 29. 
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name and office, and to the organizing a systematic 
opposition to his ministry. We are compelled, therefore^ 
to regard those who are ordained as popish priests are 
hy these intruding hishops, as unauthorised and schis- 
matical ministers of religion, and as violators, like the 
other Dissenters around them, of the laws of Christ's 
Church, and of the unity of his fold." * So much for 
Episcopal succession as the bond of the Church's unity. 

Having assumed that the apostolic succession is a mark 
of the true Church, and described the faith of it as the 
bond of the. Church's unity, it is not wonderful, on the 
contrary it is naturally to be expected, that they should 
proceed to unchurch other denominations, or, at least, 
to charge them with the guilt of schism. Accordingly, 
they speak of ^^ appealing to that warrant which marks 
us exclusively as God's ambassadors ;''t they ask, '^ Why 
should we not seriously endeavour to impress our people 
with this plain truth, — ^that,by separating themselves from 
our communion, they separate themselves not only from a 
decent, orderly, useful society, but from the only Church 
IN THIS realm which hos a right to be quite sure that 
she has the LorcTs body to give to his people" And - 
they tell us, " Christ has appointed the Church (we 
have seen what that is) as the only way to eternal life." 
" Christ never appointed two ways to heaven, nor did he 
build a Church to save some, and make another institu- 
tion for other men's salvation." " There is no other 
name given under heaven among men whereby we can 
be saved, but the name of Jesus ; " «md that is no other- 
wise given under heaven than in the Church." J How 
far this last statement is consistent with the distinction 
formerly quoted, betwixt what is necessary to salvation 
and what is necessary to Church communion, it does not 
appear easy to explain. 

We are told that " a man may forfeit the privileges 
enjoyed by him as a member of Christ's Church in two 
ways; either on account of heresy^—of his adopting 

* No. 30, p. 7. t No. 4, p. 5. See also No. 23, p. 4. 
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opinions opposed to tbe great truths of the Word of God ; 
or through schism — a disregard of Church authority." 
This schism consists in ^' the sin of refusing obedience to 
the command of our Redeemer to hear his apostles," — 
a sin " of which they are deeply guilty who separate 
themselves from that Church altogether, and join one or 
other of the many sects which reject her authority."* 
Again, ^^ It is as false and unchristian (I do not mean 
in degree of guilt, but in its intrinsic sinfulness) to make 
more bodies than one, as to have many Lords^ many 
Gods, many creeds. Now I wish . to know how it is 
possible for any one to fall into this sin, if Dissenters are 
clear of it ? What is the sin, if separation from the 
existing Church is not it?"t " I allow there may be 
conscientious Dissenters;** but " the light that is in 
a merely conscientious Dissenter is (what Christ hath 
called) darkness."} And ^' even though persons think 
they are conscientiously obliged to make a schism, still 
they may be condemned for this very false conviction of 
their deceitful hearts." 

But these general statements are applied to particular 
cases, in a way which shows, that the Oxford principles, 
if consistently carried out, must unchurch the vast ma- 
jority of Protestant Christians. In Tract 36th we have 
a curious classification of religious sects at present exist- 
ing in England. They are divided into three classes:— 
1 . Those who reject the truth, including Socinians, Jews, 
Deists, Atheists. 2. Those who receive and teach a 
part, but not the whole of the truth, " erring in respect 
of one or jnore fundamental doctrines," including Pres- 
byteriansy so called for maintaining the validity of ordi- 
nation by presbyters or elders only, the second order of 
clergy, dispensing with and superseding the first — Inde- 
pendents, ^^ who are opposed to and independent of all 
ecclesiastical government" — and Methodists : — '' these 
three do not receive or teach the truth respecting the 
doctrine of ^ laying on of hands,' which St Paul classes 

♦ No. 30, p. 7. t No. 11, p. 3. 
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among the fundamental doctrines op Christianity!" 
Baptists and Quakers are included in the same class. 
3. Those who teach more than the truth, including Ro- 
manists or Papists, New Jerusalemites, &c. And the 
account is followed up hj an appeal, — " Churchman ! 
whosoever thou art, that readest the list of follies and 
errors in the second and third classes, into which the 
pride of man's heart and the wiles of Satan hare he- 
guiled so many, first give to God your hearty thanks 
for having preserved you a memher of the One Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church, which teaches ' the 
way of God in truth,' neither * handling the Word of 
God deceitfully,' like the second class^ nor ' following 
cunningly devised febles,' like the third." 

It is meekly and modestly added, — '^ from each of these 
three classes the Church of England has undergone per- 
secution." And special reference is made to the seven- 
teenth century, " when the Protestant Dissenters expelled 
and barbarously treated the clergy." Do the Oxford 
writers imagine that history is shut up within the walls 
of their ancient seat of learning ? Are they not aware 
that the annals of that century have been published to 
the world, and that the events which they record are 
still fresh in the recollection of every friend of civil and 
religious freedom. The Church of England shared in 
the disasters of the times ; but did not others suffer at 
her hand? did she not shed the blood of saints and 
martyrs? And, in referring to that age of trouble, 
does it not become her sons to remember the sufferings 
of the ejected ministers in 1662, and the fearful atroci- 
ties which were perpetrated in Scotland ? 

But to return. Let us see what are the feelings with 
which the Tractarians still regard the members of our 
Protestant Churches, many of them the descendants of 
those faithful men who sufiered in these times of trial. 
" Whatever," say they, " be our private differences with 
the Roman Catholics, we may join with them in con" 
demning Socinians, Baptists, Independents, Quakers, 
and the like. But God forbid that we should ally our- 
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selves with the offspring of heresy and schism^ in our 
contest with any branches of the holy Church which 
maintain the foundation, whatever may be their inci- 
dental corruptions/** 

In regard to the Church of Scotland, — ^the Oxford 
writers seem occasionally to be somewhat reluctant to 
apply their principles to her case. They admit her gene- 
ral orthodoxy, her public usefulness, and the worth and 
piety of her individual members ; yet, if their principles 
be correct, she has no more pretensions to the name of a 
Church than any other sect in Christendom. Hear their 
own words : — " The Church of Scotland, ever since the 
Revolution, has been altogether Presbyterian, and yet, 
by God's blessing, her ministers never have been accused 
of such a defection as took place at Geneva. Allowing 
the many good parts of her system (which, be it ob- 
served, are all in a pinmitive spirit) full credit for this, 
yet we may be permitted to observe, that something 
naturally must be ascribed to the vicinity of our own 
Church diffusing a kind of wholesome contagion J" f 
But neither "the many good parts of her system," nor her 
" primitive spirit,*' nor her acknowledged orthodoxy, can 
avail for her defence, — one damning spot remains-— the 
want of Episcopal orders; and hence, the validity of 
her ministry, nay, the very efficacy of her sacraments, 
must be called in question ; and while her pastors are 
likened to Korah, she is described as Samaria ! " The 
Presbyterian ministers have assumed a power which was 
never intrusted to them. They have presumed to exer- 
cise the power of ordination, and to perpetuate a succes- 
sion of ministers, without having received a commission 
to do so. This is the plain fact that condemns them, and 
is a standing condemnation from which they cannot 
escape, except by artifices of argument which will serve 
equally to protect the self- authorised teacherof religion." J 
" Herein is the difference between the ministry of such 
persons as have received thiscojmmssioj} from the bishops, 
and of those who have not received it, — that, to the for- 

* Records, No. 25, p. 9. f No. 57, p. 11. 
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mer, Christ has promised that his presence shall remain : 
— ' Lo ! 1 am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world;' and that, when they minister the Word and 
Sacraments (which are ' the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven '), what they do upon earth, in His name, accord- 
ing to His will, shall he ratified and made good in 
heaven ; ' whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, shall be 
bound in heaven.' But to those who have not received 
the commission, our Lord has given no s^ich promise, 
A person not commissionedyV'om the bishop may use the 
words of baptism, and sprinkle and bathe with water on 
earthy but there is no promise from Christ that such a 
man shall admit souls to the kingdom of heaven. A 
person not commissioned may break bread, and pretend 
to give the Lord's Supper, but it can otffbrd no comfort 
to any who receive it at his hands, because there is no 
warrant from Christ to lead communicants to suppose, 
that, while he does so here on earth, they will be partakers 
in the Saviour's heavenly body and blood. And as for 
the person himself, who takes upon himself, without war- 
rant, to minister in holy things, he is all the while tread- 
ing in the footsteps o/*Korah, Dathan, and Abiram/'* 
So much for Dr Chalmers, Dr Gordon, and other " lights 
of the Northern Establishment." 

But what becomes of poor Scotland under such a 
ministry ? You shall hear. " Ezra and Nehemiah are 
the forerunners of our Hookers and Lauds, (!) Sanballat 
and Geshem of the disturbers of our Israel. Samaria 
has set up its rival temple among us.^t But are Dis- 
senters, then, or Scottish Presbyterians, who are not Dis- 
senters, "without the pale of salvation?" I should 
think it highly probable that they were, could I persuade 
myself that the Church principles are correct; at all 
events their salvation must be in great jeopardy. But 
the Oxonian answers the question in a style which leaves 
nothing more to be said. " Far from it," says he, " I 
have known those among Presbyterians, whose piety, 
resignation, cheerfulness, and affection, under trying cir- 

* No. 35, p. 3. t No. 31, p. 8. 
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cumstances, hare been such as to make me " — what ? 
doabt your Church principles ? or own the Kirk as a 
Church of Christ ? Not at all ; but — " as to make me 
say to myself, on the thoughts of my own higher privi- 
leges, — 'Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Beth- 
saida ! ' " " Was not Israel apostate from the days of 
Jeroboam, yet were there not even in the reign of Ahab, 
7000 souls who were reserved an elect remnant ? Does 
any Churchman wish to place the Presbyterians, where, 
as in Scotland, their form of Christianity is in occupa- 
tion, in a worse condition under the Gospel than Eph- 
raim held under the Law ? Had not the ten tribes the 
schools of the prophets ? and has not Scotland the Word 
of God ? Yet what would be thought of the Jew who 
bad maintained that Jeroboam and his kingdom were 
in no guilt ? And shall we, from a fcUse charity^ from 
a fear of condemning the elect 7000, scruple to say that 
Presby terianism has severed itself from our temple pri- 
vileges, and imdervalue the line of Levi and the house 
of Aaron." * " On the other hand, why should the cor- 
ruptions of Rome lead us to deny her divine privileges, 
when even the idolatry of Judah did not forfeit her s, 
annul her temple service, or level her to Israel" t Poor 
Scotland ! • 

But many of her own children are no better treated 
by these defenders of the mother Church. They have 
truly described Methodism as one of the " foster- 
mothers of her abandoned children." And most ten- 
derly has Methodism cared for them, most anxiously has 
she watched over them, when the mother who aban- 
doned them forgot that they once belonged to her. And 
Methodism in England has not been an arrogant nurse, 
but in all things careful of the children and respectful 
to the mother Church. Her usefulness among the poor 
and working classes is universally acknowledged ; and, 
indeed, without her aid, what would have been the reli- 
gious state of the commonalty of England ? But the 
poor foster-mother having done the work, and done it 
so well, that she has thriven and become somebody in 
♦ No. 47, p. 2, t No. 47, p. 4. 
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the country, comes in for her share of Oxford censure. 
Calvin held (sav they, for they are fond of Calvin's au- 
thority when they can make it suit their purpose) those 
men worthy of Anathema, who would not suhmit them- 
selves to truly Christian hishops, if such could be had. 
What would he have said, then, to the Weslet/an Metho- 
distSy who allow that we, or that numbers among us, are 
truly Christian, yet make no attempts to obtain hishops 
from usf^* 

You will observe, my dear Sir, that this Letter is al- 
most filled with extracts, and that I have abstained firom 
argument. My reason is, that, writing to an intelligent 
Englishman, I am persuaded there is no better way of 
exposing " the Oxford Tracts, than to let them speak 
for themselves." To enter into an elaborate defence of 
the validity of the ministry and sacraments as enjoyed 
by the Reformed Churches, or to refute, by grave reason- 
ing, the ridiculous pretensions of Oxford, is not necessary 
at this time of day. The Bible sanctions, and God has 
signally blessed, the ministry of those who have received 
no sacramental virtue from a bishop's hands. Nor would 
I have given so much prominence to the arrogant pre- 
tensions of the Oxford writers on this subject, were there 
no reason to apprehend, that what has hitherto been 
only regarded as the dream or speculation of a few re- 
cluses, may come to be applied to practical purposes in 
such a way as to occasion no little vexation and annoy- 
ance, and give rise to a system of petty tyranny such as 
it is painful to think of. The newspapers have already 
furnished some illustrations of this ; and the Tracts seem 
to sanction such an interference, on the part of the Estab- 
lished clergy, with the sacred institution of ma/rriage^ 
and the burial of the dead, as every liberal-minded 
Englishman must deprecate and condemn. Consider the 
following as indications of what you may expect, should 
this system acquire the ascendency. 

In Tract 40, Richard Nelson is said to have a nephew, 
a Churchman, who is about to marry a Baptist, He 

♦ No. 38, p. 7. 
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refiises to countenance the marriage ; for " how can the 
Church's blessing go along with such a union? and 
without the Church s blessing, how can they expect to be 
happy ?" Richard's minister is from home, and, medi- 
tating on the words, " Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor 
return by the way thou earnest," he had thought of " the 
duty of Christians separating themselves, in some way 
or other ^ from unbelievers," and secretly determined with 
himself that " until Church discipline can he restored 
again (which the Prayer Book teaches us to wish and 
pray for), I would try to prevail on those who were most 
likely to be prevailed on, to oc^ upon the principle ofit^ 
and establish something like it in their own houses, 
using a kind of holy reserve towards those who will not 
hear the Church." While the minister is thus musing 
and resolving, he receives a letter from Richard, setting 
forth what he had done to prevent the marriage ; and 
immediately wrote to him, " not a long letter, but such as 
to show him that I heartily approved of his principles, 
and trusted to his discretion for applying them in the 
most effectual way." On his return the minister sends 
for Richard, and, in the course of their conversation, we 
are told, that " Christian men ought never to expect any 
blessings from God, except as members of his Son's 
body, i, e., as part of his Church," — that " our Saviour s 
promises are made to individuals, not simply as believ- 
ing and repenting, but as joining themselves, by faith 
and repentance, to the Church which He was found- 
ing through his apostles," — that " the prayer in John 
xvii. was not for the apostles alone, but for all who 
should believe on Him through their word, " not for 
all who any how should believe in Christ," but those who 
are " taught or made disciples by persons having aposto- 
lical authointy. It is quite plain that persons unbap- 
tized cannot properly be called Christians," and " it 
seems very doubtful whether such persons are included 
in the meaning of our Saviour's gracious intercession." * 
And hence the inference, " The marriage of a Church- 

♦ No. 40, pp. 8, 9. 
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man with a Baptist is ^ an act which in my conscience I 
believe to be sinful and most provoking to him.' ** 

Is it through the growing influence of these illiberal 
views that our Presbyterian brethren in Ireland have 
been subjected to insult and annoyance, by having the 
validity of their marriage, and the legitimacy of their 
children, in a large class of cases, denied ? 

In regard, again, to the Burial of the Dead, it is asked, 
" What sentence the Church would pass on them should 
they die in their present condition ?" And it is said, 
" She would not in that case allow them Christian 
burial. Why ? Because she thinks them not members 
of Christ's body, nor entitled by covenant to those prin- 
ciples, the rehearsing of which over the grave, is, in her 
mind, a part of Christian burial/'* 

Need I say more to convince you, that this fractional 
part of the Church of England, which claims for it^ par 
excellence^ the name of the Church Catholic, has 
utterly fallen away from the true idea both of the imity 
and catholicity of the body of Christ, and that there is 
no denomination of religious professors in Christendom 
more thoroughly sectarian. — I am, my dear Sir, &c. 

* No. 40, p. 13. 
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LETTER IV. 



THE DOCTRINE OF THE SACRAMENTS. 

My Dear Sir, 

You may think that in my former Letters I 
gave an imdue prominence to the doctrine of apostolical 
succession, and the discussions which have heen raised 
concerning the form of ecclesiastical government, or the 
nature of the Christian ministry. I was not ignorant 
that in the opinion of many, the " origo mali" the root 
of all these hitter fruits, which the Tra<;tarians have 
produced, is to be found in the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration. That this is a grievous error is true ; and 
it is equally true that, wherever it is embraced, it must 
exercise a pernicious influence on men s views of many 
other important doctrines ; nevertheless, I am disposed 
to regard the doctrine of the sacramental virtue of ordi- 
nation by Episcopal hands as the generic evil, — for this, 
among other reasons, that the eflicacy of baptism itself 
is represented by the Oxford writers as dependent on 
the due consecration of the bishops, and the regular 
ordination of the priests, by whom that sacred ordinance 
is administered. 

The dependence of both sacraments on the apostolical 
commission of those by whom they are severally admi- 
nistered, is frequently and expressly declared. Thug, of 
the Lord's Supper it is said, " the Eucharist administered 
without apostoHcal commission may, to pious minds, be 
a very edifying ceremony^ but it is not that blessed thing 
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which our Saviour meant it to be ; it is not * verily and 

indeed' taking and receiving the body and blood of Him, 

our incarnate Lord." " Such communion as He offers 

in his holy Supper, cannot be depended on without an 

apostolic ministry/'* And the substance of the two 

passages (John iii. 5, and Matt, xxviii. 19) is put side by 

side in this way: — 

John iii. 5. Matthew xxviii. 19. 
" If you would enter into the " If you would be a disciple 
kingdom of God, ye must be or Christian, yon must be bap- 
born of water and of the tized by apostolical authority, 
Spirit." in the name of the holy Trinity. 

And these other two, John vi. 53, and Matthew xxvi. 
28, thus, — 

John vi. 53. Matthew xxvi. 28. 

" If you would have life in " If you would eat Christ's 

you, you must eat the flesh of body and drink his blood, you 

the Son of man, and drink his must take and eat the^ bread, 

blood." and drink the cup, blessed by 

those who have auihorityto bless 
it, in remembrance of him."f 

Knowing that this doctrine, which virtually denies 
the efficacy of sacraments administered by other than 
Episcopal ministers, must be offensive to many, and 
might be difficult of digestion even to some of their 
own friends, they say, " There is a reluctance in those 
who believe the apostolical commission to appropriate 
to it the power of consecrating the Lord's Supper^ as if 
there were some antecedent improbability in God's gifb 
being lodged in particular observances, and distributed 
in a particular way ; and as if the strong wish, or moral 
wo7^th of the individual, could create in the outward 
ceremony a virtue which it had not received from above "X 

It is clear, therefore, that whatever efficacy they 
ascribe to the sacraments is represented as dependent 
on Episcopal ordination ; and if I have succeeded in 
convincing you that there may be lawful pastors in the 
Christian Church, who have never been set apart by 
prelatic authority, but called inwardly by God's Spirit, 

• No. 52, pp. 7, 8. t No. 40, p. 9. 
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and outwardly by those who have authority in the con- 
gregation to send labourers into the vineyard, I have 
said enough to rebut all these arrogant pretensions, and 
to vindicate the validity of the sacraments as they are 
administered by presbyters in the majority of the Re- 
formed Churches of Europe. * 

But apart altogether from the supposed sacramental 
virtue of Episcopal ordination, the doctrine of the 
Christian sacraments is grossly perverted by the Oxford 
divines, and I respectfully solicit your candid attention 
to what is said of each. 

Baptum is represented as synonymous with regene- 
ration. The doctrine of baptismal regeneration is not 
only affirmed, but a long chain of testimoniest is adduced 
in support of it. And in what sense is it defended ? 
" By this doctrine is meant, Jirst^ that the sacrament of 
baptism is not a mere sign or promise, but actually a 
means of grace, an instrument by which, when rightly 
received, the soul is admitted to the benefits of Christ's 
atonement, — such as the forgiveness of sin, original and 
actual, reconciliation to God, a new nature, adoption, 
citizenship in Christ's kingdom, and the inheritance of 
heaven ; in a word, regeneration. And, next^ baptism 
is. considered to be rightly received when there is no 
positive obstacle or hindrance to the reception in the 
recipient, such as impenitence or unbelief would be in 
the case of an adult, so that infants are necessarily 
right recipients of it^ as not being yet capable of actual 
sin." '^ Infants are by and at baptism unconditionally 
translated from a state of wrath into a state of grace 
and acceptance for Christ's sake." 

To most minds this language will convey the idea of 
a great spiritual change, — even that change which is 
represented in Scripture as " a resurrection to newness 
of life," in virtue of which we become " new creatures ; 
old things pass away, and all things become new." 

♦ See " Manual of Presbytery," by Rev. J. G. Lorimei^ for 
useful information as to the extent of the Presbyterian Com- 
munion throughout the world. 

t Catena Patrum, No. 76, pp. 1, 2. 
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Look over tlie expressions which occur in the above 
extract, and, I appeal to yourself, would you not have 
reason to believe that your salvation was secure, if such 
expressions could be justly applied to yourself. What 
more is necessary than '^ admission to the benefits of 
Christ's atonement," — " forgiveness of sin, original and 
actual," — " reconciliation to God," — " a new nature," — 
" adoption," — and " the inheritance of heaven ?" And 
since it is declared that all these blessings accompany 
baptism, when it is rightly received, — since it is further 
declared that " infants are necessarily right recipients 
of it," — are you not, as a baptized person, warranted to 
infer that you once possessed them, and that you pbssess 
them still, if " the gifts and calling of God be without 
repentance ? " This inference might seem to be warranted 
by the natural and obvious sense of the words ; and it 
is an inference which many " having the form, but deny- 
ing the power of godliness," will be ready enough to 
make, and to rest in, to the imminent hazard or the utter 
ruin of their precious souls. 

But when you examine the theory of these writers 
more narrowly, you find that when they speak of regene- 
ration they mean something widely different from that 
renovation of mind and heart which it is generally 
employed in popular theology to signify; they use it 
in a very peculiar sense, — a sense so peculiar, that, ac- 
cording to them, it may justly be said that " the Apostle 
Paul, though converted^ was rwt regenerate^ till he had 
washed away his sins in baptism ;"* and that Voltaire, 
if baptized, wets regenerate; but Isaiah, David, and 
Daniel, although sanctified, were not ! t For all that 
are sanctified are not regenerate, and some are regenerate 
and not sanctified. The words of Bishop Bethell are 
express, — " If regeneration takes place in baptism, it 
cannot, upon principles of common sense, be an entire 
change of mind; if it is an entire change of mind, a radical 
change of heart and soul, upon principles of common 

* Bishop Bethell's Doctrine of Regeneration in Baptism, p. viii. 

t No. 82. 
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sense and experience it cannot take place in baptism." 
'' They who think that regeneration is, strictly speaking, 
the inward and spiritual grace of baptism, do not identify 
it with repentance, conversion, the renewal of the inward 
frame, an entire change of mind, or a radical change of 
all the parts and faculties of the soul." And so wide is 
the difference between regeneration, in their sense of it, 
and spiritual renovation of mind, that we are told, " they 
are always distinct in theory, and often, particularly in 
the case of infants, in fact, and reality ; that regenera- 
tion is a change of the whole spiritual state, — ^renovation, 
a chaqge of the inward frame or disposition, which in 
adults is rather a qualification or capacity for regenera- 
tion, than regeneration itself; and that in infants, re- 
generation necessarily takes place without renovation ; 
but in adults, renovation exists (or, at least, ought to 
exist) before, in, and after baptism."* 

Again, I say, compare these explanations with the 
lofty terms in which the privileges of baptism are de- 
scribed in the above extract, and I leave it to yourself 
to judge whether such a mode of speaking on so sacred a 
subject be safe or hazardous to the souls of men. It turns 
out, that by regeneration they mean no saving change^ 
— and yet they speak of it in terms which seem, at least, 
to comprehend all the blessings of salvation. In their 
sense of the term, a baptized profligate was once rege- 
nerate ; but not one of the saints under the Old Testa- 
ment ! It is " the accession of spiritual power which 
Christians have," as distinguished from the Jews,t 
i,e,y I presume, the mere difference betwixt the grace 
of circumcision and the grace of baptism ; and, thus 
explained, " it is as little an absurdity to say that 
Abraham was not regenerate, as to say that he was not 
an angel ; as little unmeaning to say that Voltaire was 
regenerate^ as to say he became a devil, as Judas is 
expressly called." 

May we not exclaim, with the writer of that Tract,— 

♦ Bethell, xiii. p. 16. f Vol. iv. pp. 14, 16. No. 82. 
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the silliest in the whole collection, — " What trifling 
upoA words is this ?" If the specific difference betwixt 
the grace of circumcision and that of baptism, or " the 
accession of spiritual power which Christians have," and 
which God's believing people of old had not, must have 
a distinct and definite name, why select regeneration as 
its name, — a term which, in common use, denotes much 
more, and which cannot be thus applied without the 
most imminent hazard of deceiving souls ? The whole 
controversy turns on the meaning and use of that term ; 
it is a mere dispute about a word. Waterland holds, 
that " the irorc? regeneration is so appropriated to baptism 
as to exclude any other conversion or repentance, not 
considered in conjimction with baptism, from being 
signified by that name;*' and Bethell tells us, that " the 
real questions in debate are, whether regeneration, in 
the strict sense of the word, is or is not the inward and 
spiritual grace of baptism, and whether the word can 
with propriety be applied to any other change?" But 
if baptismal regeneration includes no change of mind or 
heart, and imparts none of that inward hofiness without 
which no man shall see the Lord, few who are concern- 
ed for the salvation of their souls will feel much interest 
in the determination of these scholastic questions ; they 
are more anxious for the thing than the name. 

The sacrament of the Lord's Supper is illustrated in 
the Oxford Tracts by a " Catena Patrum," containing 
testimonies to the doctrine of the Eitcharistic sacrijice^ 
vfiih. an historical accoimt of the changes made in the 
Liturgy as to the expression of that doctrine.* We are 
told that " the doctrine of the early Church was this, — 
that in the Eucharist an oblation or sacrifice was made by 
the Church to God, under the form of His creatures of 
bread and wine, according to our blessed Lord's holy 
institution, in memory of his cross and passion ;" and 
that this sacrament " was typified by the Passover, 
which was both a sacrifice and a feast upon a sacrifice." 
This doctrine, they say, was retained in the first Liturgy 

♦ No. 81. 
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of Edward VI. ; suppressed in the second, through 
Cranmer s deference to the foreign Reformers ; partiaUy 
restored in the seventeenth century; but best preserved 
in THE Scotch Communion Office.* 

The sacrificial character of the Supper, however, does 
not imply, in their opinion, the acknowledgment of 
transubstantiation. The sacrifice is made '^ imder the 
form of His creatm*es of bread and wine ;*' and transub- 
stantiation is a corruption of the primitive doctrine. 
But, giving all due credit to these statements, I must 
remind you that the Popish doctrine of the mass has 
ever been regarded by the Reformed Churches with 
horror, not solely nor even chiefly on account of the 
figment of transubstantiation, by which the elements are 
changed into the very body and blood of the Saviour, 
but also by reason of its adding another aacri/lce to the 
one sacrifice of the Cross^ and thereby derogating firom 
the all-sufficiency of the only atonement for sin. Either 
Christ's one sacrifice has procured the remission of 
sins, or it has not. If it has procured remission, then 
no other sacrifice is either necessary, on the one hand, 
or admissible on the other ; for " where remission of 
these is, there is no more offering for siN."t But 
'' this Man, afler he had offered one sacrifice for sins, 
for ever sat down on the right hand of God ;" " for by 
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified." The repetition of sacrifice by the Popish 
Church is derogatory to that one sacrifice, and virtually 
amounts to a declaration that the Cross of Christ must 

* The following are the words of the Communifm Office in its 
different forms :— • 

IjoutPa, — ^*' Sanctify these thy gifts and creatures of bread and 
wine, that thev may be unto ns the body and blood of thy most 
dearly belovea Son.*' 

Scottish. — ** We most hambly beseech thee, mercifal Father, 
to hear us, and of thy Almighty goodness vouchsafe to bless ana 
sanctify, with thv Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and 
creatures of bread and wine, that they may become the body and 
blood of th^ most dearly beloved Son." 

Canon tif Mass, — ^** Ut nobis corpus et sanguis ^a/ delectissimi 
filii tui Domini nostri Jesu Chxi^V^ -Sottish Guardian^ 20th 
Jan. 1843. 

t Heb. z. 18. 
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be supplemented by the Mass. And tbe same serious 
objection applies to the doctrine of the eucharistic 
sacrifice, as maintained by the Oxford divines. It 
matters not whether the material part of the sacrifice 
be mere natural creatures, or creatures supematiirally 
transubstantiated ; in either case ^' a sacrifice is made by 
the Church to God," in direct opposition to the apostle's 
words, that " there is no more offering for sin." If it 
be said, this is not an expiatory^ but an eucharistic 
SACRIFICE, and that as befievers are described as " a 
royal priesthood," so they are to " offer up spiritual sa- 
crifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ,"* I answer, 
Jirsty that the language employed or adopted by the 
Oxford writers seems to imply more than a mere eucha- 
ristic acknowledgment of God. The Supper is spoken 
of as " a commemorative, impetratory sacrifice ;"t and 
even Bishop Wilson, whose words are quoted without 
animadversion, speaks of " this sacrifice for our own 
sins^ said for the sins of thi/ people," and uses this prayer, 
" May I ATONE unto thee, God, by offering to thee 
the pure and unbloody sacrifice."^ And, secondly, that 
there is no warrant in Scripture for regarding the ele- 
ments of bread and wine cts an offering on our part to 
Chd at all ; they are the sjonbols of His great Gift to 
us, not the expression of our gratitude to Ilim ; and the 
offering up these creatures as a sacrifice (call it eucharis- 
tic or expiatory, as you please) is an act of will- worship, 
that can only tend to superstition. 

But the general doctrine of the Tracts, in reference to 
the efficacy of the sacraments, is even more dangerous 
than the specific errors to which I have hitherto con- 
fined your attention. You may take the following as a 
specimen. One of the Oxford writers complains that 
** we have almost embraced the doctrine, that God con- 
veys grace only through the instrumentality of the men- 
tal ENERGIES, t. e.y through faith, prayer, active spirituid 
contemplation, or (what is called) communion with 
God, in contradiction to the primitive view, according to 

* 1 Peter ii. 5. f No. 82. % No. 42, p. 11. 



THE DOCTRINE OP THE SACRAMENTS. 09 

which the Church and her BocramentB are the ordained 
and direct visible means of conveying to the sonl what 
is in itself supernatural and unseen." " This may be 
set down as the essence of sectarian doctrine, — ' to con- 
sider FAITH, and not the sacraments, as the proper 
instrument of justification, and other Gospel gifts, in- 
stead of holding that the grace of Christ comes to us alto- 
gether from without (as from Him, so through externals 
of His ordaining), faith being but the sine qua non^ — ^the 
necessary condition on our parts for duly receiving it.' " * 
On these grounds they speak of the practice of " ad- 
ministering the Lord's Supper to infants, or to the dying, 
and apparently insensible^'* as one which is " not with- 
out the sanction of primitive usage." Does this doctrine 
materially differ from that of the " opus operatum " in 
the Popish Church ? Where in Scripture is it said that 
the sacraments are the proper instrument of justification ? 
" The just shall live by faith," — " Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God," — " Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved ;" — 
these, and similar testimonies of the Holy Spirit, point 
directly to Christ as the object of faith, and warrant the 
sinner in receiving and resting upon Him alone. But 
the Oxford divines would interpose the Church be- 
twixt tlie sinner and the Saviour. This is in fact one 
of the Aindamental errors of their system, and it deserves 
your serious consideration. The Church is invested with 
a sacramental character, and is described as ^^ the store- 
house and direct channel of grace." The same privileges 
which the reformed divines generally represent as be- 
longing to a state of union tmth Christ, are declared by 
them to belong to a state of incorporationtcith the Church, 
Nay, the Church comes in betwixt the sinner and the 
Saviour as a sort of mediator, without whose offices the 
grace of Christ in theGospel cannot be enjoyed. " Chris- 
tian men ought never to expect any blessings from God, 
except as members of his Son's body, or as parts of his 
Church." "Our Saviours promises are made to indi- 

* Vol. ii. Advertisement, p. vi. ; and vol. iv. p. 18. 
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viduals, not simply as believing and repenting, but as 
joining themselves, by faith and repentance, to the 
Church,*** " The notion of the Church as the store- 
house and direct channel of grace^ as a divine ordinance, 
not merely to be maintained for order's sake, or because 
schism is a sin, but to be approached joyfiiUy and ex- 
pectantly as a definite instrument, or rather the ap- 
pointed means, of spiritual blessings, as an ordinance 
which conveys secret strength and fife to every one who 
shares in it, unless there be some actual moral impedi- 
ment in his own mind ; — ^this is a doctrine which, as yet, 
is but faintly understood amongst us."t And Dr Pusey 
having said, — " To those who have fallen, God holds 
out only a light in a dark place, sufficient for them to 
see their path, but not bright or cheering as they would 
have it ; and so in different ways men will forestall the 
sentence of his Judge — ^the Romanist, by the sacrament 
of penance, — a modem class of divines, by the appro- 
priation of the merits and righteousness of our blessed 
Redeemer," — his defender J explains his meaning to be 
" the appropriation of them without warrant on the part 
of individuals" And what, then, is the relation betwixt 
a poor, convinced, awakened sinner, and the Saviour 
of sinners ? Has he no access to Christ without the 
mediation of another party ? May he not go and deal 
with him personally^ individually^ as if there were none 
other in the universe to whom he can look for help ! 
Is it not written, — " it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all illness dwell," — and that '^ out of his ful- 
ness we all receive, and grace for grace," — and is not 
every sinner warranted to appropriate the righteousness 
of the Saviour, and to apply to himself, without the au- 
thority of any third party, the glad tidings of salvation ? 
This doctrine of the Churchy as a necessary mediator 
betwixt the soul and Christ, is as much opposed to the 
faith of the Reformers as it is revolting to the feelings 
of an anxious. heart. The Word alone, as the rule of 
faith, — Christ alone, as the Lord our righteousness, 

* No. 40, p. 2. t Vol. ii. p. 5. t Vol. iv. p. 23. 
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— the Spirit alone, as the sanctifier and comforter, — 
these are the doctrines of the Beformation, and the foun- 
dation of our Christian faith and hope. 
. I have not adverted to many doctrinal errors which 
might he worthy of notice, were it my object to offer a 
complete and formal refutation of the Oxford Tracts. 
The meaning which they attach to the word regenera- 
tion., necessarily leads to a denial of the perseverance 
and ultimate salvation of many who were once regene- 
rate. The place which they assign to the sacraments, 
in connection with the justification of a sinner, is at 
variance with the orthodox doctrine of justification by 
faith in the righteousness of Christ. Their elaborate 
attempt to inculcate " Reserve in communicating religi- 
ous knowledge"* in which they discourage the " bringing 
churches near to the houses of every body," — and tell 
us that " the prevailing notion of bringing forward the 
ATONEMENT explicitly and prominently on all occasions, is 
evidently quite opposed to what we consider the teaching 
of Scripture, nor do we find any sanction for it in the 
Gospels,'* t — is consistent only with the maxim, that 
" ignorance is the mother of devotion." The author would 
have written better had he remembered the pithy remark 
of an English reformer, — " It is true that the doctrines 
of Scripture are choice pearls; but the Lord's people 
are — not swine." 

That the system of doctrine inculcated in the Tracts 
is materially different from that which has been received 
by many, is implied in the statement, that the Tract on 
Baptism by Dr Pusey "is to be regarded, not as an 
inquiry into one single or isolated doctrine, but as a 
delineation and serious examination of a modem si/stem 
of theology^ of extensive popularity and great specious- 
ness, in its elementary and characteristic principle." 
Some other errors will be noticed incidentally in con- 
sidering the relation of this system to Popery. Mean- 
while I content myself with saying, that the friends 
of evangelical religion, whether within or beyond the 

• No. 80. t No. 80, p. 74. 
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pale of the Church of England, should he made aware 
that the Oxford divines have no sympathy with them, 
and oppose the very doctrines which they generally 
hold to be of peculiar and fimdamental importance.* 
And I trust that none of them will suffer them- 
selves to be beguiled into the belief, that they may 
adopt the new system of Church principles, and yet 
maintain their distinguishing tenets, for that system of 
Church principles is based on a foundation of doctrinal 
error. One writer, indeed, attempts to reconcile the 
friends of evangelical religion to the Oxford views; and, 
while he admits a doctrinal discrepancy, can see no 
reason why it should prevent their agreement. " I am 
not attempting to controvert any one of those Mgh 
evangelical points, on which, perhaps, we do not alto- 
gether agree with each other. Perhaps you attribute 
less efficacy to the sacrament of baptism than I do, — bring 
out into greater system and prominence the history of an 
individual's warfare with his spiritual enemies, — ^fix more 
precisely and abruptly the date of his actual conversion 
from darkness to light, — and consider that divine grace 
acts more arbitrarily against the corrupt human will 
than I think is revealed in Scripture. Still, in spite of 
this difference of opinion, I see no reason why you 
should not accept heartily the Scripture doctrine of the 
Churchy* Let your reply be, — the Scripture doctrine 
of the Church we hold, but not the Oxford system ; 
we acknowledge no Church as mediator betwixt God 
and man ; we deny that the Church is confined to the 
Episcopal communion ; we deny that the efficacy of the 
Church's sacraments depends on any thing else than the 
grace of God ; and we glory in the article which defines 
the Church as " a congregation of faithful men, in which 
the pure Word of God is preached, and the sacraments 
be duly ministered according to Christ's ordinance." 

The doctrinal result of a departure from the Episco- 
pal line of succession is declared to be very lamentable, 
and is ascribed, in part, to the inferior efficacy of the 
sacraments when these are administered by unauthorised 

* No. 11, p. 2. 
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men. It might have been thought that the state of doc- 
trinal belief in the Greek and Latin Churches, where 
the apostolic descent is supposed to be most entire, as 
compared with the Protestant Reformed communities 
generally, would have prevented any well-informed 
man from hazarding such a statement. But the defec- 
tion of Geneva, and the rationalism of North Germany, 
the one occasioned by the system of self-will established 
by Calvin, and the other traceable to the want of Epis- 
copal regimen, are held to afford conclusive evidence of 
the connection between doctrinal soundness and apos- 
tolic succession ! What is said of the latter is curious. 
It is adduced for the double purpose of showing the 
heterodox tendency of Presbyterianism, and the strong 
security of orthodoxy under Prelatic government, thus : 
— ^The Rationalism of Germany was " occasioned in 
good measure by the importation of deistical books 
and opinions from England, — ^books and opinions which 
England herself had rejected." Now, mark the force 
of the two-edged argument, — " Why so great a differ- 
ence in the reception of the same error by two kindred 
races of people, lying very much under the same temp- 
tations ? Is it imreasonable to suppose that the apo^olic 
succession and safeguards arising out of it, which England 
enjoys, had something to do with her comparative ex- 
emption from that most alarming error ?"* Nothing can 
be more reasonable certainly, — ^but it is a matter of his- 
tory, and how stands the fact ? The writer refers to his 
authority, — " Dr Pusey on the Theology of Germany" 
(Part i. p. 1 24), — where, if your curiosity leads you to 
consult it, you will find these words, — " The constant 
appeal to the rationality/ of Christianity, which led 
Tindal to conceive of it as a mere republication of 
the religion of nature, was extensively encouraged in 
Germany by the translation of the works — of the 
earlier English Apologists." — I am, my dear Sir, &c. 

♦ No. 57, p. 8. 
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POPISH TENDENCIES. 

My Dear Sir, 

You are aware that the Oxford system 
is almost universally regarded as a modified form of 
Popery. This is the popular objection against it. In 
every part of the country you hear it spoken of as " an 
image" of that system, animated by the same spirit, and 
exhibiting, for the most part, the same features. That 
such an impression should prevail so generally amongst 
all classes of the community, is a fact which of itself 
demands the serious consideration of the Oxford writers, 
and of all such as may have attached themselves to their 
party ; for although the popular opinion may often be 
erroneous or exaggerated, it is seldom found to want 
some ostensible ground; and at all events, their very 
misconception, if it be a misconception, of the spirit and 
tendency of the Oxford Tracts, is a sufficient proof that 
those who have undertaken, in this instance, the task 
of public instruction, have lamentably failed in that pre- 
cision and definiteness of statement, which is essential to 
their usefulness as writers on a subject of such universal 
interest and unspeakable importance. 

And yet I cannot wonder that when the charge of 
Popery is broadly preferred against them, they should 
feel as if grievous wrong were done them, and repel it 
with some measure of resentment. For they have at- 
tempted to draw a distinction, which although not suffi- 
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ciently palpable for the popular mind, may appear to 
themselves to be clear and definite, betwixt the system 
of primitive Christianity which they advocate, and the 
corruptions subsequently superinduced on that system 
by the Romish Church : and while they admit, or rather 
avow their preference for some doctrines and practices 
which the Reformed Churches have generally discarded, 
they endeavour to show that these are not of Popish, 
but of primitive origin, and may be held or observed in 
perfect consistency with their profession, as ministers 
and members of the English Episcopal Church. 

On the antiquity of these peculiarities of their system, 
it is not my intention to enlarge : the whole of that part 
of the subject has been discussed in the most masterly 
manner by Isaac Taylor, the able, learned, and elo- 
quent author of " Ancient Christianity," who has shown, 
by a copious adduction of apposite proofs and illustra- 
tions, such as his extensive erudition only could supply, 
that they have signally failed in their professed design 
" to erect safe and substantial bulwarks for the Angli- 
can believer against the Church of Rome, to draw clear 
and intelligible lines, which may allow him securely lo 
expatiate in the rich pastures of Catholicism^* without 
the reasonable dread ^^ that he, as an individual, may 
fall into the snare of Popery ;" — and that we cannot safe- 
ly concur with them, either in their mournful plaint, or 
in their avowed purpose, when they say, " Now that 
Rome has added, and we have omitted^ in the catalogue 
of sacred doctrines, what is left to us, but to turn our 
eyes sorrowfully and reverently to those ancient times, 
and with Bishop Ken, make it our profession to live 
and die in the faith of the Catholic Church, before the 
division of the .east and west." 

But without entering on a field already occupied by 
one so pre-eminently qualified to explore it, I may be 
permitted to undertake the easier task of arranging and 
placing before you some of those peculiarities which ap- 
pear to me to indicate a Popish tendency in the Oxford 
Tracts, and to afford an explanation of the very general 
opinion, that they are pervaded by a Popish leaven. 
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The relative position of the Oxford party, as regar<is 
the Heformed Churches ou the one hand, and tlie 
Homish Church on the other, is thus described by them- 
selves : — " The glory of the English Church is, that it 
has taken the via media ;" '^ it lies between the (so- 
called) Reformers and the Romanists." Connect this 
with the following account of the other Reformed 
Churches : — " So far from its being a strange thing that 
Protestant sects are not ^ in Christ' in the same fulness 
that we are, it is more accordant with the scheme of the 
world that they should lie between us and heathenism." 
Here you have what may be called the Oxford ecclesias- 
tical chart, in which the relative positions of all the 
great religious communities are accurately assigned; — the 
Oxford divines occupying a commanding position in the 
centre : on their right hand the Church of Rome ; on 
their left the " Protestant sects ;" and further off to the 
left the bleak and barren regions of heathenism. It is 
true the right hand is the place of honour, and they 
have not expressly said on which hand the Popish 
Church is placed; but there can be no doubt that I 
have given it the position which their own preference 
would prompt them to assign to it ; for they speak of 
Rome as holding a place of pre-eminence above the 
Protestant sects, when, comparing these to Samaria, 
they ask, " Why should the corruptions of Rome lead 
us to deny her divine privileges, when even the idolatry 
of Judah did not forfeit her's, annul her temple service, 
or level her to Israel .^"* and exclaim, " God forbid 
that we should ally ourselves with the offspring ofheresif 
and schism^ in our contest with ani^ branches of the 
holy Cliurch, which maintain the foundations, what- 
ever may be their incidental corruptions."f 

Their preference is made still more evident by the 
way in which they speak both of Protestantism and 
Popery. They tell us that modem Protestantism, " the 
religion of so-called freedom and independence, hating 
superstition, suspicious of forms, jealous of priestcraft,' 
advocating heart-worship, is, as generally understood, 

• No. 47, p. 4. + Records, No. 25, p. 9. 
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inconsistent with the Liturgy of our Church. " * The 
tendency of this system is depicted in dark colours. 
" Every system of theology has its dangers, its tenden- 
cies towards evil." " What are the had tendencies of 
Protestantism ? " " At the Reformation, the authority 
of the Church was discarded by the spirit then predo- 
minant among Protestants, and Scripture was considered 
as the sole document both for ascertaining and proving 
our faith. Hence an intellectual habit, craving cer- 
tainty; <and the crumbs from the rich mans table,' 
which faith eagerly looks about for, were despised by 
the proud-hearted intellectualist." f And what was the 
result ? " We may consider the present state of Geneva 
the fair result^ in the long-run, of the system of self- 
will which was established there in the 1 6th century. 
The descendants of Calvin, the first Presbyterian, are at 
the present day in the number of those who have denied 
the Lord who bought them," This may be regarded as 
a practical illustration of their profound remark, that 
the Protestant sects lie between us and heathenism. 
No wonder, after this, that the^ disclaim Protestantism 
altogether, and announce to their wondering and as- 
tounded countrymen — " The English Church, as such, 
is NOT Protestant — only politically, or externally, as 
an Establishment : it claims to be merely Reformed, 
not Protestant, and it repudiates an^ fellowship with 
the mixed multitude which crowd together, whether at 
home or abroad, under a mere political banner" A 
banner bespeaks boldness, courage, intrepidity. We read 
in the Psalms, % " Thou hast given a banner to them 
that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the 
truth. " But if the above statement be correct (which I 
will not believe without better evidence), then the Church 
of England, although not Protestant essentially, consents 
to be established as Protestant politically y and her minis- 
ters " crowd together," not under a political banner, but 
under a political disguise. 

And now mark how they speak of Rome. "At a 
time like the present, when," to use their own words, 

• No. 41, p. 6. t No. 45, p. 6. % Ps. Ix. 4. 
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" mantf persons are in doubt whether they are not driven 
to an alternative of either giving up the primitive fa- 
thers, or embracing' Popery" * it was to be expected 
that if their own minds were decisively made up, their 
testimony would have been alike explicit and strong, 
and that to ward ofiP this danger they would have used 
the same boldness of speech which made them write 
when they thought the Establishment was in peril, 
^ as a man might give notice of a fire or inundation, to 
startle all who heard him.*" They might have been 
expected to remember their own chosen motto — " If 
the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare 
himself for the battle V* But is it so ? Listen to their 
dulcet tones, — "The Church of Rome has not erred 
vitally as the Arians did, yet has to answer for very 
serious corruptions." " Considering the high gifts and 
the strong claims of the Church of Rome, and its de- 
pendencies, on our admiration^ reverence^ love, and 
gratitude, how could we withstand it as we do, — how 
could we refrain from being melted into tenderness^ and 
rushing into communion with it, but for the words of 
truth itself, which bid us prefer it to the whole world." 
Yet *' the foundation's of Christian doctrine are taught 
by Rome," " the great points of faith." t She teaches 
more than the truth, whereas Dissenters teach less, and 
that, too, on fundamental points of doctrine ; — and " is 
it, then, a duty to forget that Rome was our mother, 
through whom we were bom to Christ, — that she was 
the instrument chosen by Gods good providence to 
bring the Gospel to the wild heathen tribes from which 
most of us are sprung ?" J 

Surely none will accuse the Oxford divines of filial 
jjigratitude or disobedience. Yet, unfortunately, there 
is some unseemly disagreement betwixt them and their 
mother. They think that she has overstrained her au- 
thority, and that she would impose burdens which they 
are reluctant to bear. And accordingly they publish to 
the world a list of their *' irreconcilable difierences 
with Rome," calling in, on this trying occasion, the as- 
' No. 72, p. 1. Records, No. 24, pp. S-7. t No. 25, p. 6. t No. 66. 
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sistanoe of good Bishop Hall.* The list is curious, 
when yiewed in connection with the statement that the 
foundations of Christian doctrine — the great points of 
faith — are taught by Rome; but the "irreconcilable 
differences" are such as these : — " It is unscriptural to 
say with the Church of Rome, that we are justified by 
inherent righteousness — ^that the good works of a man 
justified do truli/ merit eternal life." Then follow, 
'''' transubstantiation, the mass, honour paid to images, 
indulgences, the received doctrine of purgatory, divine 
service in an unknown tongue, forced confession, direct 
invocation of saints, the number of the sacraments, the 
Roman doctrine of tradition, and the pope's claim as 
universal bishop." These constitute the "irreconcil- 
able differences" betwixt the Oxonians and the Popish 
Church ; and it must be confessed that they seem, at 
first sight, to oppose insuperable obstacles to their re- 
conciliation. Accordingly, while the Tractarians ac- 
knowledge that Popery makes converts " because it has 
in it an element of truth and comfort amongst its false- 
hoods;" and "the vaunted antiquity, the universality, 
the unanimity of their Church puts them above the 
varying fashion of the world, and the religious novelties 
of the day;** — and while they mournfully exclaim, — 
" Truly, when one surveys the grandeur of their system, 
^ sigh arises in the thoughtful mind to think that we 
should be separate from them," — " cum talis esses, 
utinam noster esses!" they are constrained to add, — 
" But alas ! an union is impossible ; their communion 
is infected with heterodoxy ; we ai*e bound to flee it as 
a pestilence. They have established a lie in the place 
of God's truth ; and by their claim of immutability in 
doctrine cannot undo those sins they have committed. 
They cannot repent. Popery must be destroyed ; it 
cannot be reformed. " 

This is as the sound of a trumpet, shrill and clear ; 
and reminds one of the good old testimonies of the 
English Reformers. How far it is consistent with the 
general tenor of the Tracts, is another and a very dif- 

• No. 38, p. 11. 
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foront question. Formerly Rome was described as liold- 
in<j the foundations of Christian truth ; here she is de- 
scribed as infected with heterodoxy. Formerly slie was 
said to " teach more than the truth," now she is said to 
have " established a lie in the place of God's truth." 
Here her reform is declared to be impossible, and her 
destruction inevitable ; yet elsewhere Dr Pusey seems to 
proceed on a very different supposition : — " If we are to 
prevail in our approaching conflict with Romanism, or 
to be (a« we seem marked out to he) a means of re- 
claiming that Church." * The truth is, that the Tracts 
become more Popish as they proceed ; a fact which has 
not escaped the notice of a Romish writer (Dr Wiseman), 
who says, — " It seems to me impossible to read the 
works of the Oxford divines, and especially to follow 
them chronologically^ without discovering a daily ap- 
proach towards our holy Church, both in doctrine and 
affectionate feeling. Our saints, our popes, have become 
dear to them by little and little : our rites and cere- 
monies, our offices, nay, our very rubrics, are precious in 
their eyes, far, alas ! beyond what many of t^ consider 
them** 

But their views of the claims and prospects of the 
Romish Church are chiefly worthy of notice, as they 
may be said to aflbrd an indication of their sentiments 
on more important subjects. It is their avowed design 
to revive doctrines, and to restore observances in the 
Church of England, which, if not precisely the same, 
bear a very strong resemblance to the corruptions and 
superstitions of Popery. With a brief account of these 
I shall close my present Letter, — my object being not 
to discuss the several points in detail, but merely to 
place them before you as features in which you will 
easily discern a strong family likeness betwixt the men 
of Oxford and their " Mother." 

The rule of faith is a subject which, as you well 
know, was keenly discussed betwixt the Romanists and 
Reformers in former times ; and the Reformed Churches 
generally have agreed that " the Bible, and the Bible 

* No. m. 
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only, is the religion of Protestants." In opposition to 
this fundamental article, the Romanists contended for 
the concurrent authority of tradition. Hear, then, 
the decision of the Oxford divines. " But it may be 
urged that we Protestants heliere the Scriptures to con- 
tain the whole rule of duty ; certainly not : they con- 
stitute a rule of faith, not a rule of practice ; a rule of 
doctrine, not a rule of conduct or discipline." * " How 
were (false teachers) to be answered ? by appealing to 
that INTERPRETATION, which had the warrant of the 
apostles themselves. How was that interpretation 
known ? By its preservation in the several churches 
which had been founded by the apostles, — Rome, 
Corinth, Jerusalem, and the rest. How had the right 
interpretation of Scripture been preserved in each of 
these places? By the succession of bishops, each in 
turn handing over to the bishop that followed him what 
he had himself learned of his predecessors." "The 
TRADITION of the apostlcs *may be clearly discerned 
in every Church T " t A Catena Patrum of the divines 
of the English Church (from which, however, for good 
reasons, the divines of the t6th century are purposely 
excluded) is adduced in support of the canon of Vin- 
centius Lyrinensis — " Quod semper, quod uhique, quod 
ab ominbus traditum est ;" J and we are told that " the 
unanimous witness of Christendom is the onli/, and 
the fully sufficient, and the really existing guarantee of 
the whole revealed faith," — that " catholicity is the onltf 
test of truth.' " With relation to the supreme autho- 
rity of inspired Scripture, it stands thus : — " Catholic 
tradition teaches revealed truth ; Scripture proves it ; 
Scripttu-e is the document of faith — tradition the wit- 
ness of it ; — the true creed is the Catholic interpretation 
of Scripture, or scripturally proved tradition. Scripture 
by itself teaches mediately, and proves decisively : tra- 
dition by itself proves negatively, and teaches positively. 
Scripture and tradition taken together, are the joint 

RULE OP FAITH." 

Here is a blow at the root of the Reformation. Ad- 

♦ No. 45, p. 4. + No. 54, p. 4. % No. 78. 
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mit tradition to a joint share with Scripture in the rule 
of faith, and we fall at once into abject superstition or 
utter scepticism. Yet the principle is laid down with- 
out qualification, and raises human tradition to a level 
with the Word of God. Bishop Jewel, in his defence 
of the " Apology of the Church of England," refers to 
the canon of Vincent in these terms: — "Lyrinensis 
saith, ' that must be holden for catholic, which, every- 
where, evermore, and of all men, hath been believed.' 
These general notes must be limited with this special 
restraint^ — 'when as the Churches were not corrvpted;' 
for, otherwise, there was never any doctrine so catholic, 
no, not the confessed doctrine of Christ himself, that has 
been received evermore, and everywhere, and of all men, 
without any exception. For the Turks receive it not, 
and the Jews abhor it ; and so, the very Gospel of Christ 
himself by this rule^ should not be cathulic.^ And if 
the rule of Vincent be received with this special restraint, 
the Word only remains as the sole standard of faith, 
since the purity or corruption of any Church can be 
ascertained by that test alone. 

The Oxford doctrine on this subject differs only in one 
point from that of Rome, and is in every point opposed 
to that of the Reformed Churches. For, 

(1.) Not content with representing the Church as 
" the keeper of Holy Writ," as a *' witness for God's 
truth," and a "help" to the right interpretation of 
Scripture, they declare that Church authority is the 
only ground of our faith in the canon of Scripture itself. 
" Those who object to Church doctrines, whether from 
deficiency of scriptural or patristic proof, ought, if they 
acted consistently on their principles, to object to Scrip- 
ture." " How do we know that the whole Bible is the 
Word of God ?" " Happily, at present, we are content 
to believe this, because we have been so taught." " Why 
do we receive them? Because we have good reason 
from TRADITION." "The canon of Scripture rests on 
no other foundation than the Catholic doctrines," — " in 
both cases we believe, mainly because the Church of 
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the fourth and fifth centuries helieved."* Such is the 
language of a Tract, which I can scarcely helieve to 
have been written by one " who trembles at the Word of 
God ;" and you will at once perceive its strong resem- 
blance to the following statement by a Popish bishop : 
" To deny the supreme authority of the Church in what 
concerns the religion of Christ, is, according to St Au- 
gustine, truly the fruit of impiety or of the most head- 
long arrogance, so that the holy and learned doctor 
does not hesitate to say that he would not helieve the 
Gospel if the authority of the Church did not compel 
him hitherto." t So that the Church, which is the off- 
spring of the Word, may, by giving or withholding her 
authoritative sanction, nullify the record of revelation 
from which she derives her being I It is true that the 
Church, — considered, however, not as the clergy, but as 
the body of the faithful to whom the Scriptures were 
addressed and "committed," — is "the pillar and the 
ground of the truth;" and that as a witness she has 
fulfilled an important function, with reference to the 
canon of Scripture, partly by her faithful witness-bear- 
ing while she remained in a state of purity, but still 
more perhaps, by her reluctant agency, in her state of 
degeneracy, when she was made to keep the lamp in her 
hand by which her corruptions were condemned. I can- 
not say with the Oxford divines, that " the Church has 
been a witness and keeper of Holy Writ ; so faithful a 
witness, and so wakeful a keeper, that we can feel as 
certain of the facts of the Gospel history, and so of the 
glorious doctrines which they involve, as if we heard 
them from the apostles' own lips;"* for this were to 
make my faith rest on " the witness of men," and to 
contradict the testimony of authentic history as to the 
conduct of the Latin Church : but I can and do say, 
that God has been the faithful keeper of His own in- 
spired Record ; that He has so circumstantiated the 
revelation of his will, and so ordered the course of his 
providence, as to afford not a human and fallible, but a 

♦ No. 85, pp. 72, 102. f Letters of J. K. L. J No. 24, p. 8. 
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divine and infallible attestation to his Word, — an attes- 
tation all the more strong and impressive, that it comes 
to me often through the channel of a reluctant human 
testimony, and depends not so much on the faithfulness 
of any body of men, as on those ordinances of his own 
appointment, " which live on like monuments," even 
when the spirit which once animated them had departed, 
and which served at once as a " method of perpetuating 
the doctrines^ and as a standing and definite proof of the 
facts by which their authority is authenticated and con- 
firmed." The self-evidencing light of the Word itself^ 
viewed in connection with these divine monuments, and 
the magnificent series of divine dispensations, may suf- 
fice, under the teaching of the Spirit, to produce and 
sustain a sure and well-grounded faith in the mind of a 
simple peasant, — a faith divine and supernatural, resting 
not on the mere " witness of men," but on the " witness 
of God*' himself. For this end God has employed, not 
the unanimous testimony of one universal Cburcb, but 
the far stronger evidence arising from the very sects and 
divisions by which the Church has been distracted, over- 
ruling the errors, and even the passions of men, for the 
preservation and establishment of His own unchange- 
able truth. I cannot enlarge on this inviting subject at 
present ; but you may see enough in the fact, that the 
Jewish Church has been scattered among all nations, 
bearing with them the record which condemns their 
errors, and that the Latin Church was constrained to 
keep the lamp of the Word during the darkness of the 
middle ages, to indicate the general nature of that evi- 
dence to which I refer, and of which we may say, as 
well as of the truth which it confirms, — " If we receive 
the witness of men, the witness of God is greater ; and 
this is the record w^hich He hath testified concerning 
his Son." But in whatever way the Church has been 
instrumental in preserving and proving the records of 
inspiration, it is not on the authority of any Church that 
our faith in the Bible depends: — ^*'Thus saith the 
Lord, precedeth most revelations in the Prophets, and 
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other reasons why we should believe, the Scripture pro- 
poseth none : yea, the interposition of any other au- 
thority between the things to be believed and 'our souls 
and consciences, besides the authority of God, overthrows 
the nature of divine faith. I do not say the interposi- 
tion of any other means whereby we should believe, of 
which sort God hath appointed many, but the interpo- 
sition of any other authority upon which we should be- 
lieve, as that pretended in and by the Church of Rome. 
No men can be ' lords of our faith,* though they may be 
' helpers of our joy.' " * 

(2.) Not content with representing the Church as the 
authoritative judge of what is and what is not the "Word 
of God, the Oxford writers contend that the Church is 
also the authoritative interpreter of Scripture. " Not 
a word is said (in the Articles) in favour of Scripture, 
having no rule or method to ^n interpretation by, or, as 
it is commonly expressed, being the sole rule of faith/* 
" The sounder view is, that the Bible is the record of 
necessary truth, or of matters of faith, and the Church 
Catholic's tradition is the interpreter of it." " No in- 
dividuals since the apostles are, by themselves, expositors 
of the will of Christ." t And in the same strain the 
Professor of Ethics says, " Wise men of old, wiser men 
than you or any of us in the 1 9th century, would have 
opened their eyes with as much contempt as holy men 
can feel towards ignorant fellow-creatures, if any one 
had proposed to make you a good Christian or a good 
citizen by means of — a book."J Compare this, again, 
with the language of Dr Doyle : — " The judge is, lea: 
loquens, the law speaking; and the law itself, praetor 
non loquens, the judge not speaking." "St Austin ob- 
serves, that it is only by the Church that we know ' 
tvhat is the sense of Scripture or what is not"§ And 
contrast it with the manly language of former divines of 
the Chmch of England : — " If this were so that any such 

* Dr Owen on the Ke£^on of Faith. 
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absolute vicegerent authority, either for the making new 
laws, or interpreting old onesi^ or judging His subjects 
in religiotis matters, were lodged in any men upon earth, 
the consequence would be, that what still retains the 
name of the Church of Christ, would not be the king- 
dom of Christ, but the kingdom of these men vested 
with such authority. For whoever hath such an autho- 
rity of making laws, is so far a king ; and whoever can 
add new laws to those of Christ equally obligatory, is as 
tnily a king as Christ himself is; nay, whoever hath an 
absolute authority to interpret any written or spoken 
laws, it is he who is truly the lawgiver to all intents and 
purposes, and not the person who first wrote or spoke 
them." "It evidently destroys the rule and authority of 
Jesus Christ as "King, to set up any other authority in 
his kingdom, to which his subjects are indispensably 
and absolutely obliged to submit their consciences or their 
conduct, in what is properly called religion." " All his 
subjects are equally his subjects ; and, as such, equally 
without authority to alter, to add to, or to interpret his 
law^ so as to claim the absolute submission of others to 
such interpretation."* And Dr Sherlock, the Master of 
the Temple, lays down this rule for the interpretation of 
Scripture : — " Those are the best expositors of Scripture, 
whether antient or modern, whose expositions are backed 
with the best reasons." " There is no other way left of 
understanding Scripture, but to expound it as we do 
other writings, by considering the signification and pro- 
priety of words and phrases, the scope and context of the 
place, the reasons of things, the analogy between the Old 
and New Testaments, and the like," — " if they admit 
private judgment at all, they give up the authority of 
the Universal Church, and make every man his own 
pope." 

The plenary inspiration of Holy Scripture on which 
its authority as a rule both of faith and duty entirely de- 
pends, is spoken of in a way fitted to awaken, rather than 
to allay, the doubts of a thoughtful reader. " How do 

* Bifihop Hoadley. 
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we know that the New Testament is inspired ? Does it 
any where declare this of itself? Nowhere, How, then, 
do we know it ? We infer it from the circumstance that 
the office of the apostles who wrote it was what it was, 
and from the Old Testament being inspired."* Dr Pusey 
had many years before informed the world that " the 
faith of the Christian depends not upon the reception of 
the one or the other hoolc of Scripture ; and it has been 
a supposition pregnant with mischief, that any doubt 
respecting an individual portion of the sacred volume 
necessarily implies a- diminished value for its whole con- 
tents, or a weakened reverence and gratitude towards its 
divine Giver." t Now it is possible that he may have re- 
ferred to such cases as that of Luther when he spoke of 
the " straminea epistola" or that of some others who 
have doubted of the Apocalypse ; but surely such state- 
ments in regard to the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, 
especially taken in connection with the Oxford theory of 
the canon and rule of faith, are extremely dangerous, 
and may possibly " shake the faith and destroy the souls 
of very many of the brethren." J 

(3.) Not content with making Scripture and tradition 
the joint rule of faith, the Oxford divines endeavour to 
reduce Scripture to the same level, in point of authority, 
with tradition, and even in some respects seem to give a 
pre-eminent place to the latter. " It is far from being a 
self-evident truth that Scripture must contain all the 
revealed counsel of God, rather the probability lies the 
other way at first sight." " Why should a certain 
number of letters, more or less private, written by St 
Paul and others to particular persons or bodies, contain 
the whole of what the Spirit taught them ? We do not 
look into the Scriptures for a complete history of the 
secular matters which it mentions, why should we look 
for a complete account of religious truth ?" " Both the 
history of its composition and its internal structure are 
against its being a complete depository of the Divine 

* No. 85, p. 12. + Pusey on Germany, vol. i. p. 184. 
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«•»//, unless the Church says that it is. Now, the early 
Church does not tell us this." Nevertheless it does con- 
tain, at least as regards matters of faith, all things neces- 
sary to salvation, ^^ If asked how we know this to be 
the case, I answer that the early Church thought so, 
which must haye known. And if this answer does not 
please, the inquirer may look out for a better as he can. 
I know of no other : I require no other." " The structure 
of Scripture is such, so irregular and unmethodical, that 
either we must hold that the Gospel doctrine or message 
is not contained in Scripture (and if so, either that there 
is no message at all given, or that it is given elsewhere^ 
out of Scripture) ; or, as the alternative, we must hold 
that it is but indirectly and covertly recorded there under 
the surface." ^' It is a near thing, if I may so speak, 
that they (the doctrines of faith) are in Scripture at 
all; the wonder is, that they are all there: humanly 
judging, they would not be there but for God's interpo- 
sition, and therefore since they are there hy a sort of 
accident^ it is not strange they shall be but latent there, 
and only indirectly deducible thence."* " Where is the 
proof that Scripture was intended to teach doctrines ? 
This is one of the main points in dispute." 

It is painful even to transcribe such language ; and 
to comment upon it must be unnecessary. Alas ! how 
diflFerent the language of Oxford from that of David — 
" Thy law is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path," — " The law of the Lord is peifect, enlight- 
ening the eyes;" — ^from the testimony of Paul, who 
speaks of the Scriptures as '^ able to make us wise unto 
salvation," nay, " to make the man of God perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works ; " — and even 
from the words of the Lord Jesus himself : " Search 
the Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life : and they are they which testify of me." 

(4.) It is not wonderful that, when the Word of God 
is thus spoken of, the capacity of private individuals 
to understand and profit by it, without the aid of the 

* No. 85, pp. 34, 48. 
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Church's interpretation, should also be disparaged or 
denied. We are told, in an early number,* that there 
are two ways by which " a man may preserve himself 
in the sound faith, — first, by the authority of Scripture ; 
next, by the teaching of the Church Catholic ;" and it 
is added, '' some one will perhaps demand why I need 
make mention of the Church's understanding of Scrip- 
ture at all, considering that the canon of the Scriptures 
is perfect and self-sufficient," t — " To which I answer, 
that the very depth of Holy Scripture prevents its being 
taken by all men in one and the same sense," — '^ so that 
it seems almost possible to draw from it as many opi- 
nions as there are readers" Compare this language 
with that of Dr Doyle, and you will at once see how near 
Oxford approximates to Rome, in regard to the exercise 
of man's private judgment on the Scriptures. " In the 
long catalogue of human errors there is not perhaps one 
more glaringly absurd than that which substitutes the 
private judgment of every individual Christian for the 
authority of the Church in deciding religious contro- 
versies ; it has no warrant in Scripture, it is opposed to 
the plainest maxims of reason." " The numerous and 
discordant sects afford evidence of the insufficiency of 
human reason, or of the Scripture interpreted by pri- 
vate Judgment^ to preserve unity in the body of Christ; 
as also of the absolute necessity of a controlling and 
supreme Church authority to preserve such unity, and 
check the spirit of religious innovation." And contrast 
the same language with that of Sherlock. ^' It is a 
ridiculous undertaking to prove any thing by Scripture, 
unless there be a certain way of finding out the sense of 
Scripture. Now, there can be but three ways of doing 
this " (the Oxford divines mention only two, for a reason 
which will be mentioned immediately), " either by an 
infallible interpreter, — or by the unanimous consent of 
the primitive fathers, — or, by such human means as are 
used to find out the sense of other books." And in 
reference to the second of these, which is the palladium 

♦ Records, xxiv. 2. f J. K. L/s Reply, pp. 8, 13. 
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of the Oxford system, he adds, " It is a mightif riddle^ 
that those who think ordinary Christians not fit to read 
the Scriptures, should think it necessary for them to 
understand fathers and councils," * which are " very vo- 
luminous, often contradictory, sometimes interpolated.** 
And Bishop Hoadley, speaking of the right of private 
judgment, says, " The principle holds equally against 
all persons, in all Churches, whether Popish or Preshy- 
terian or any other, who claim to themselves an authority 
to which other Christians are ahsolutely ohliged to sub- 
mit, without examining the rules and directions given 
by the laws of Christ, and without judging for themselves 
in that great affair^ in which they themselves must be 
acquitted or condemned at the last day. What I main- 
tain is THE VERY PRINCIPLE OF THE PrOTESTANT ChURCH 

OP England, as well as the groundwork of the whole 
Reformation." f 

(5.) I have said that there is one point of difference 
between the claims of the Oxford divines and those of 
the Church of Rome, with respect to the Church Catho- 
lic's authority to interpret Scripture ; but it is one which 
makes their other claims less consistent and more prepos- 
terous. I refer to the infallibility of the Church. This 
is boldly claimed by the Romanists, and is the only con- 
sistent ground of their pretensions to the exercise of such 
an authority, in the interpretation of Scripture, as makes 
the doctrine of the Church Catholic binding on the con- 
science of a private man. The Oxford divines have not 
expressly claimed this on behalf of the Church Catholic, 
although some of their statements seem to imply that 
under the teaching of that Church we may be as sure 
of the truth as if we listened to Christ himself, or his 
inspired apostles. At the very least, the balance betwixt 
the respective privileges of pastors and people is very 
much the same now as in the primitive Church, since, if 
the supernatural gifts of the Holy Ghost have been taken 
out of one scale, the miraculous powers which were then 

* SherlocVs Preservative, p. 77. 
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shed abroad upon the congregation at large, fall to be 
deducted from the other ; and "thus the relation between 
the two parties remains unaltered. The ministers are 
not so sure that they speak by the Spirit of God, but 
neither are the people so sure that they have the Spirit 
of God with them." * And yet in a Tract devoted to 
the discussion of the best mode of conducting the defence 
of the Anglican Church against the Roman, t a passage 
occurs which I confess appears to me unintelligible, if it 
be not meant to convey the idea that a claim to infalli- 
bility, although not made by the English Church, might 
add to its perfection. "The remark may seem para- 
doxical at first sight, yet surely it is just, that the English 
Church is for certain deficient in particulars, because it 
does not profess itself infallible." " The Church of Rome 
meets it (a question of a philosophical kind) with a 
theory, perfectly satisfactory, provided only it be estab- 
lished as a fact, viz., the theory of infallibility." " But 
the English Church, taking no such high ground as this, 
certainly is open to the force, such as it is, of the objec- 
tion, or, on the prima Jade view of the case, is unlikely 
to have embraced the whole counsel of God, because 
she does not assume infallibility ; and consequently no 
surprise or distress should be felt by her dutiful sons, 
should that turn out to be the fact, which her own prin- 
ciples, rightly understood, would lead them to anticipate." 
The whole passage is to me a mysterious one : but so 
far I am clear, — the want of infallibility is a radical 
defect in any Church which puts forth a claim to such 
authority as is contended for by the Oxford divines, and 
that, in this respect, their system is vastly inferior, in 
point of consistency, to the rival system of Rome. 

I have entered at considerable length into this part of 
the subject, because I conceive it to be of primary and 
fundamental importance. In comparison with their 
views of the rule op faith, every other error sinks 
into insignificance, and it were worse than useless to 
reason with them on the details of Christian doctrine 
* No. 24, p. 9. t No. 72, p. 29. 
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and worship, until we come to a mutual understanding as 
to the ultimate standard of appeal. But I may merely 
enumerate a few of the more prominent points of doc- 
trine in which they approximate to the Romish Church. 

On the cardinal doctrine oi justification hy faith only, 
that doctrine which Luther declared to be " articulus 
stantis vel cadentis ecclesi^e" they tell you, with refer- 
ence to the 11th Article, that "an assent to the doc- 
trine, that faith alone justifies, does not at all preclude 
the doctrine of works justifying also." " If indeed it were 
said, that works justify in the same sense as faith only 
justifies, this would be a contradiction in terms ; but faith 
only may justify in one sense, good works in another." 
Justification by faith only " is nowhere declared in 
Scripture. St Paul does but speak of justification by 
faith, not faith only; and St James actually denies 
that it is by faith only." * And in regard to that par- 
don which is included in a sinner's justification, they 
speak of " the peculiarity of baptism as the one plenary 
remission of sin, and of men's sin after baptism," as being 
" to be got rid of as best they can, by penance, confes- 
sion, absolution, satisfaction." And not only the doc- 
trine, but the mode in which it is defended, and the 
distinctions of which they avail themselves in discussing 
it, are all of Popish origin,t and must issue in Popery at 
last. 

Again — ^They deny the doctrine of purgatory in the 
sense of the Romish Church, but they advocate the 
practice o^ prayer for the dead. They ask a minister, 
whether, on hearing of the death of a member of his 
flock, it be not his first impulse to pray for the departed, 
and whether "this dictate of human nature, warranted as 
it is by the early Church, and distinct from the Romish 
error, may not be the voice of God within us."J And 
representing prayer for the dead as having reference to 

. • No. 90, pp. 12, 6. ^ 

*t* See extracts in proof of this from Bishop M^IIvaine, Mr Goode, 
and others, in the valuable appendix to Mr Drummond's sermon. 

t No. 77, p. 28. No. 72, pp. 8, 9, 49. 
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those who rested from their labours, and not to any tor- 
mented in purgatory, they speak of it as "a ivxetc'^rn^ios 
lu^n — a thanksgiving prayer," " showing love to their 
friend, and getting profit to themselves," — "a testimony of 
their love to the dead, — a profession of their faith touch- 
ing the soul's immortality and the future resurrection," 
and " the expression of a wish and hope for the consum- 
mation of their happiness/'— They deny the propriety of 
Q, forced confession of sin to a priest, such as is required 
in the Romish Church ; yet, voluntary confession, and 
priestly absolution, too, seem to be plainly sanctioned. 
"There is a humble and fearful member of Christ's 
flock, who desires to strengthen and refresh his soul by 
the body and blood of Christ, but he cannot quiet his 
own conscience, — ^he requires further comfort and coun- 
sel. Surely it is to his comfort that there is a duly com- 
missioned minister of God's Word at hand, to whom he 
may come and open his grief, and receive the benefit of 
the sentence of God's pardon, and so prepare himself to 
approach the holy table." " And then, again, when he 
lieth sick upon his bed, does not his Saviour make all 
his bed in his sickness, when his minister comes to him to 
receive the confession of his sins, and to relieve his con- 
science of the weighty things which press it down ; and 
then (if he humbly and heartily desires it), by virtue of 
Christ's authority to him, assures him of the pardon of all 
his sins?** — The doctrine which teaches the efficacy of the 
sacraments otherwise than through " the instrumentality 
of the mental energies," to which I formerly referred, is, 
consistently enough, combined with the suggestion, that 
the practice of giving " the Lord's Supper to infants and 
persons dying, apparently insensible," is sanctioned by 
the practice of the primitive Church.* — The ancient 
Liturgies, at least the four independent forms of Liturgy, 
are panegyrised as being " probably of apostolic origin," 
and as " possessing, next to^ the holy Scriptures, the 
greatest claims on our veneration and study," t while it*^ 
is affirmed that " our own daily service is confessedly 
• No. 17, p. 4. t Vol. \T. p. 6. No. 63. No. 75, p. 3. 
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founded on the Breviary ; " and tliat Popish service-book 
is characterised as possessing ^' much of excellence and 
beauty," " although some portions of it carry with them 
their own plain condemnation."— Many obsey-vances^such 
as the majority of Protestants have rejected as supersti- 
tious, are recommended as rites and customs of the Church, 
generally received without express warrant of Scripture, 
such as making the sign of the cross in baptism, the use 
of oil and salt, bowing at the name of Jesus, continual 
public prayer, the burying of martyrs under the altar, 
and the white vestments of ministers (suggested, it 
would seem, from the annexed reference to Rev. iv. 4, 
by the words " the elders sitting clothed in white rai- 
ment ;")♦ and these, with the saints* days and holidays,t 
to which one of the Tracts is devoted, and several more 
contain sermons suitable to these occasions, show how 
very near the ritual of Oxford would correspond with 
that of Home. — Not content with fastings such as is en- 
joined in Scripture, they recommend " these accessories," 
— " hard lodging, uneasy garments, laborious postures 
of prayer, journeys on foot, suffering of cold ;" and a poor 
woman is mentioned who spoke with much respect of 
her father s practice, — ^never to taste food before receiving 
the Lord's Supper. t Is there no resemblance betwixt the 
whole complexion and leading features of this system, 
and those of Popery ? Is there not here an institution 
of will- worship ? and how much seems to be implied in 
the ominous words which I quote as a suitable conclusion 
to my Letter, — " By separating from the Church, I must, 
on my own judgment, do that which is as much as to 
say, that, till within the last thkee hundred years, the 
whole world had been in darkness" } 

« No. 34. + No. 66. J No. 51, p. 14. 
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LETTER VI. 



THE SYSTEM IN ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION TO 

INDIVIDUAL SOULS. 

My Dear Sir, 

There is a prevailing prejudice in the 
minds of many devout persons against all^ controversial 
discussion, and especially the discussion of questions 
relating to the form of ecclesiastical government, or to 
the peculiar opinions and practices of the various religious 
denominations. That mere partizans have often at- 
tached an extravagant importance, and given an undue 
prominence to these points of difference, is true ; and 
although I cannot regard any question as imimportant, 
for the right settlement of which materials are supplied 
in the Holy Scriptures, but must believe that Christ's 
house will ever be best regulated by a strict regard to 
every intimation of his holy will, yet I have much sym- 
pathy with those who have come forth from time to 
time, in seasons of contention, with an Irenicum, when, 
Avithout the sacrifice of truth or principle, it has been 
their object to remind all parties of the great maxim 
which enjoins " unity in things essential, forbearance 
in things indifferent, and charity in all things." 

But the present discussion, although it touches on the 
points of difference betwixt the Presbyterian and Epis- 
copalian Churches, does not relate chiefly to any question 
of ecclesiastical government, nor is it a mere contest of 
party, — it involves truths of fundamental importance, 
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and has to do with principles which have a most serious 
practical application to immortal souls, to whatever de- 
nomination they belong. In such a case, no man may 
put away the subject, on the plea that he dislikes con- 
troversy, or that he regards the forms of Church govern- 
ment as unimportant, or on any other plea whatever. 
God's eternal truth, and the salvation of immortal souls, 
are at stake. The system of Oxford has come into direct 
antagonism with the Evangelical religion of England. 
There is no room for compromise, none for neutrality ; 
and every private man — much more every public charac- 
ter — must now take his stand on the one side or on the 
other. 

That I am not chargeable with overrating the mag- 
nitude of the interests which are involved in the pend- 
ing controversy, may be evinced by a brief enumera- 
tion of those fundamental articles of the Protestant faith 
which are either directly assailed or silently undermined 
by the writings of the Oxford divines, and a fair esti- 
mate of the practical effect whicb their views must have 
when they come to be applied to individual souls. 

It is admitted by themselves, that their theory of the 
Church, if adopted, must effect a complete revolution 
in the opinions of men, not merely on points of ecclesi- 
astical polity, but on subjects of fundamental importance, 
— a revolution in religious opinion as great as was 
wrought in the science of astronomy, when the true 
centre of the solar system was discovered ; for, in an- 
swer to the objection that " undue prominence has been 
given to the doctrine of the Church, which occupies a 
subordinate place in the New Testament," they tell us 
boldly, " We have been accustomed to a Ptolemaic 
theory of our spiritual system ; we have made our little 
world the centre, and have ranged the doctrines of 
Scripture around it, according to the relation they seem 
generally to bear to our own individual profit. We find 
ourselves called upon to adopt an opposite theory, — to 
take for the centre of our system a body which we had 
been used to regard as a mere satellite attending upon 
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our own orb, and no wonder, therefore, that we feel our 
notions deranged." * No man ever thought himself the 
centre of the spiritual system, although many have had 
too little regard for the general interests of Christ's body : 
we have been accustomed to regard Christ as the centre, 
the '^ Sun of Righteousness who has arisen with healing 
in his beams ; " but here the Church is substituted in 
the place of Christ, and this change must, doubtless, 
work a complete revolution in all our religious views. 
Take a few examples as illustrative of the change : — 
Christ, as " the Prophet of his Church *' and the Light 
of the world," has given us a record of God's truth in our 
Bibles; and, in "searching the Scriptures," it is our 
blessed privilege to sit at the feet of Jesus and to learn 
of Him. But you cannot learn of Christ, say the Ox- 
ford divines, except through the intervention of the 
Church. For, first of all, it is on the authority of the 
Church you believe the Bible to be the Word of God at 
all ; and, secondly, it is by the interpretation of the 
Church that you are to discern its meaning. "No 
individuals since the apostles are, by themselves, exposi- 
tors of the will of Christ." " Catholicity is the only test 
of truth." f Now, conceive the necessary effect of this 
doctrine on every serious inquirer after God's truth ; 
what is it but to interpose tbe Church and tlie priest 
betwixt my soul and the "Sun of Righteousness;" or 
rather to substitute the Church in the room of Christ 
as my Prophet ? 

Again, Christ is the priest of his Church — who, by 
once offering himself a sacrifice on the cross, has made 
full atonement for sin, and is now offering up interces- 
sion for his people in heaven ; and it is the blessed pri- 
vilege of every believer to look simply to Christ as " the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world," 
and to come direct to Christ, as "a Prince and Saviour, 
exalted to give repentance and remission of sins." But 
you cannot be justified, say the Oxford divines, except 
through the intervention of the Church ; baptism is " a 
* No. 49, p. 2. t No. 78, p. 2. 
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mean and instrument of justification,'* — ^baptism is '^ the 
hand of the giver, and faith the hand of the receiver,"* — 
the peculiarity of baptism '^ is a plenary remission of 
sins ;" but that baptism must be administered by men 
duly commissioned by the lineal successors and repre- 
sentatives of the apostles ; in a word, by men holding 
Episcopal orders, otherwise you have no security that 
what is done on earth will be ratified in heaven. Now, 
conceive the necessary eflfect of this doctrine on every 
conscience -stricken sinner. What is it but to interpose 
the Church and the priest betwixt my soul and the . 
Saviour? or rather to substitute the Church as the 
storehouse of grace, in the room of Christy in " whom it 
hath pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell, 
and out of whose fulness we may all receive, and grace 
for grace ? " 

Again, Christ is the King of his Church — who has 
made us free from the doctrines and commandments of 
men, and commanded us to regard himself as our only 
Lord, and his revealed will as our only law ; but you 
cannot serve Christ, say the Oxford divines, unless you 
obey THE Church — the Church is his visible represen- 
tative, the authoritative interpreter of his will, the com- 
missioned successor of his apostles. What is this again, 
but to interpose human authority betwixt Christ and 
his subjects, or rather to substitute the Church in the 
room of Christ, and her interpretation in the room of 
his law, for the government of his kingdom ? 

Again, Christ is the one great object of faith. By 
looking to him we live — ^by coming to him we find 
rest — ^by receiving him we receive salvation — by trust- 
ing in him we obtain peace and joy in believing — " the 
very peace of God, which passeth all understanding'* — 
" the joy which is unspeakable, and full of glory.*' But, 
say the Oxford divines, though Christ be the fountain^ 
the Church is the "storehouse and direct channel of 
grace," the " sacramentum unitatis^' through which 
alone a sinner may come to the Saviour, or the Saviour 

* No. 90, p. 12. 
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receive and welcome him. Alas ! what is this hut to 
interpose the Church hetwixt my sonl and Christ, and 
to make me dependent for salvation itself, not on the 
unutterahle love and free grace of my Saviour, hut on 
the instrumentality of sinful men ? 

Again, Christ is the substance of the Gospel, and 
" all the promises of God are yea and amen in Christ 
Jesus." Every penitent believing soul may at once ap- 
pro{)riate for himself, and by himself, every one of those 
exceeding great and precious promises, and feed on 
them as his daily food. But, say the Oxford divines, 
these promises are not made to men simply as repent- 
ing or believing^ but as members of the Church ; and 
none else have a divine warrant to appropriate or apply 
them to themselves. What is this, again, but to inter- 
pose the Church betwixt a hungry soul and Christ, the 
bread of life, — and to make my hope depend, not on His 
faithfulness, but on her fidelity ? 

Again, Christ is the dispenser of the Holy Spirit, 
the Head of spiritual influence, from which the whole 
body, and every member of it, has nomishment minis- 
tered, and increaseth with the increase of God. But 
according to the Okford divines, the Church and her 
sacraments contain and impart the Spirit's grace. 
" Her powers are very great : they are even awful : if not 
truly conferred by God, they are blasphemously assumed 
by man." " The promise of communicating to man the 
divine nature itself^ of bringing down the Deity from 
heaven^ and infusing his own Spirit into the souls of 
miBerable mortals — this, which is nothing more than the 
everyday promise of the Church, proclaimed and ad- 
ministered by every minister of the Church, every time 
that he stands by the font or serves at the altar ; is it 
not so awful, so tremendous, that we scarcely bear to 
read it written, except in familiar words, which scarcely 
touch the ear ? " * 

My dear Sir, is this the language of frail, fallible, and 
sinful man ? or need I say one word more to convince 

* Seweirs Chiistian Morals, p. 27. 
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you that the new system of doctrine is liahle to the 
awful charge of ascribing to the Church the peculiar 
and inalienable prerogatives of her Divine Head ? 

Now what must be the practical effect of these views 
on the souls of individuals ? We read in Scripture of 
various classes of human character. What is the probable 
effect of these doctrines on the careless, the awakened, 
the converted soul ? 

We read of careless, unawakened sinners, who have 
" a name to live while they are dead," and " a form of 
godliness, while they deny the power thereof" — ^men 
who cannot be at ease without some semblance of reli- 
gion, but are ever ready to embrace the shadow while 
they reject the substance. This was the prevailing cha- 
racter of the Jews in the time of our Saviour ; it is the 
actual character of countless multitudes, in all denomi- 
nations, at the present day. The chief difficulty of many 
a faithful minister, is to convince such persons of their 
danger ; and that difficulty is increased by every thing 
in their character or external observances which has the 
appearance of conformity to the letter of God's require- 
ments. Their apparent decency, their social respectabi- 
lity, their regular attendance on ordinances, are so many 
opiates by which their consciences are lulled to sleep — 
so many plausible pretexts for saying to themselves, 
" peace, peace, when there is no peace." But how 
prodigiously will the difficulties of a faithful minister be 
increased, and how lamentably will the delusions of the 
unawakened and formal part of his hearers be strength- 
ened, if the Oxford doctrines shall infect the popular 
mind of England ? What must be their inevitable effect 
in the case of one who is secure in his sins ? They tell 
him that at his baptism he was regenerated, or born 
from above,* — that he then underwent that great change 
of which the Saviour said to Nicodemus, that without it 
no man can enter into the kingdom, — that he obtained 
the plenary remission of sins, and was translated from a 
state of wrath and condemnation into a state of grace 
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and justification, — and that, by remaining in commu- 
nion with the Catholic Church, he will share in the 
sacramental virtue which belongs to it, and be entitled to 
Christian burial when he dies. Can there be a stronger 
opiate to the conscience — a more dangerous snare to the 
souls of unawakened sinners ? or is it possible to con- 
template the rapid dissemination of such views, without 
the deepest alarm for the safety of all that is vital and 
spiritual in personal religion ? 

But suppose a careless sinner has been awakened by 
the Word and Spirit of God, and is now anxiously in- 
quiring " What must I do to be saved ? " a condition the 
most deeply interesting in which an immortal soul can 
be placed, what effect must the Oxford doctrines have 
in the treatment of such a case ? They were specially 
designed to provide for it — it was because the " awaken- 
ed and anxious sinner" was observed to leave the Church 
which presented a cold aspect to the religious sensibili- 
ties of the mind, and to go to the Dissenting preacher, 
because he got good from him ; it was under the impres- 
sion that '*' the awakened mind knows its wants, but 
cannot provide for them, and in its hunger will feed 
upon ashes, if it cannot obtain the pure milk of the 
Word," — and with the view of reclaiming such persons 
from " the foster-mothers of abandoned children," that 
the Oxford divines resolved to revive " the more gra- 
cious and consoling truths provided for the little ones of 
Christ." We have seen what these gracious and consol- 
ing truths are, — ^that the sacraments, not preaching, are 
the sources of divine grace, — that the apostolical ministry 
had a virtue in it, which went out over the whole Church, 
when sought by the prayer of faith. And what, I ask, 
must be the effect of such doctrines on the mind of an 
awakened sinner, or anxious inquirer? It must be 
either fatally to mislead, or cruelly to perplex him. 
They cannot give him peace. If his conscience has 
been really quickened by the power of God's Word and 
Spirit, it cannot be pacified but by the simple faith of 
Christ. The power of God's law is such, that nothing else 
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can meet it but the power of Christ's Gospel. A sense of 
God's wrath in the conscience, can only be allayed by a 
view of God's reconciliation in the cross. Man's inven- 
tions, man's instrumentality, man's authority, are nothing 
in such a case, and have no power ; they may palliate, 
but they cannot cure the agony of a wounded spirit, — 
they may perplex, they cannot pacify a troubled con- 
science. None but Christ, beheld by the eye of faith, 
in the glory of his divine majesty, the tenderness of his 
human sympathies, the fulness of his gospel offices, the 
perfection of his finished work, the efficacy of his one 
atonement and constant intercession, the greatness of 
his Almighty power, and the riches and freeness of his 
grace. None but Christ, and Christ without any other, 
can bind up the broken-hearted, and give liberty to the 
captive soul. But how perplexing to such a man, when, 
with newly-awakened thoughtfulness,he begins to ask the 
way to Zion, must those questions be, which the Oxford 
system cannot fail to suggest ? He turns with instinc- 
tive eagerness to his Bible, as a new-bom babe desiring 
the sincere milk of the Word ; but he is warned that he 
cannot safely interpret it for himself, he must understand 
it in the sense of the Church Catholic ! He asks, where 
is that interpretation to be had ? is it written or oral ? 
if oral, from whom am I to expect it? He is told to look 
to the successors of the apostles; on inquiring who these 
are, he is informed they are the bishops ; — and so, by an 
endless round of frivolous and vexatious questions, the 
man is directed to human authority, when he should be 
dealing vnth. his God. And how would Evangelism 
deal with such a man ? It would speak to him in some 
such words as those of my eloquent friend : " Have you 
sins that are going over your head, and sinking you to 
the lowest hell ? Have you a heart that is hard, and 
stubborn, and rebellious ? Are you weary and heavy 
laden ? Are you restless and dissatisfied, and disquieted 
with many anxious thoughts, and questions which you 
cannot solve ? Ah ! go not to any earthly teacher, 
build not on any human authority, prove all things for 
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yourself. It is jour own case, and no other than yourself 
can deal with it, no priest, no confessor, no holy father 
or reverend brother in the Lord. Call no man master 
on earth. Devolve on no man the care of your soul. 
Alone, as if in all the universe of God there were no 
other poor sinner besides thyself, nor any saint whose 
goodness might reach to thee ; alone, none of the people 
or of the priesthood with thee ; alone, thou must dispose 
of this question of thy relation to God, and of all the 
weighty questions which hang on it : thy sin is thine 
own, thy sorrow is thine own, thy responsibility is thine 
own. And oh ! blessed be God, his Word — ^his grace — 
his strength, all, — all that is His is thine own ; thine 
directly and immediately, thine freely and fully, without 
any intervention of Church or churchman, or sacrament 
or ceremony; thine, through the free Spirit taking of 
Christ's and showing it to thee, if only thou wilt know 
the things which are freely given to thee of Gt)d." * 

And even in the case of such as have been converted 
to God, and are living by faith, how grievous the bond- 
age, how imwarrantable the restraints which this sys- 
tem would impose. It destroys the connection betwixt 
redemption by Christ, and regeneration by the Spirit, on 
the one hand, and the sure hope and ultimate enjoyment 
of the heavenly inheritance on the other ; it prescribes 
fasting and penance, not as a means of mortifying the 
flesh merely, and keeping imder the body, but as a means 
of " getting rid of sin committed afler baptism ; " it 
points to works as a distinct means of justification ; it 
speaks of confession to a priest and of absolution 
from his lips. And whenever it is received in the full 
extent of its meaning, it must generate a ^^ spirit of 
bondage unto fear, instead of that Spirit of adoptipn, 
whereby we cry, Abba ! Father." — I am, my dear Sir, 
&c. 

'*' Dr Caudlish^s Sermon on the Principle of Free Inquiry, p. 10. 
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LETTER VII. 



THE SECOND REFORMATION. 

My Dear Sir, 

The Oxford writers repeatedly put this 
question, — ^' Are you quite sure that we do not need a 
second reformation ? ** • My first impression, on read- 
ing it, was, that possibly they might be anxious to carry 
out the principles of the early English Reformers, by 
redressing those erils which they were compelled, by the 
infelicity of their times, to tolerate, and to cut off those 
excrescences from the system which some of the bright- 
est ornaments of the Church of England had deplored. 
The personal character of Henry VIII., — the premature 
death of Edward VI., — ^the accession of Mary, and the 
various vicissitudes which followed in rapid succession 
during subsequent reigns, are generally supposed to have 
retarded the progress and impaired the perfection of her 
reformation; and, perhaps, the time might now at 
length have arrived, when, old prejudices being extinct, 
and other obstacles being removed, it might be safely 
completed. Towai'ds the close of life, Bishop Burnet 
gave utterance to his feelings on this subject in the fol- 
lowing terms : — " I have always had a true zeal for the 
Church of England. I have lived in its communion with 
great joy, and have pursued its true interests with an 
unfeigned affection; yet, I must say, there are many 
things in it that have been very uneasy to me : " and then, 

• No. 38, p. 2 ; and No. 41. 
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after referring to his own peculiar views on the Articles 
and Liturgy, he adds, '' God grant that a time may come, 
in which that noble design, so near being perfected in 
King Edward VI.'s days, of the Reformatio legum eccle- 
sifisticarum^ may be reviewed and established." ^' I do 
wish, and will pray for it as long as I live, that some regard 
may be had to those scruples with which the Dissen- 
ters are entangled ; and though I think they are not all 
well-grounded, yet, for peace' sake, I wish some things 
may be taken away, and that other things may be soit- 
ened and explained." " No inconvenience could follow 
on leaving out the cross in baptism, or on laying aside 
surplices, and regulating cathedrals, especially as to that 
indecent way of singing prayers, and of laymen's reading 
the Litany, — all bowings to the altar have, at least, an 
ill appearance, and are of no use, — ^the excluding parents 
from being the sponsors in baptism, and requiring them 
to procure others, is extreme inconvenient, and makes 
that to be a mockery rather than a solemn sponsion in 
too many."* 

Such was the kind of reformation which Bishop Bur- 
net desired and prayed for. But, in asking the question, 
— " Are you quite sure we do not need a second refor- 
mation," the divines of Oxford have a very different end 
in view. They advise, not a step in advance, but a re- 
trograde movement, — a return to certain principles and 
practices from which the Church of England has already, 
it seems, receded too far. They think it probable ^^ that 
the members of the English Church, at the present day, 
differ from the principles of the Church of Rome more 
than their forefathers differed," partly from the influence 
exerted over her by the Puritans and foreign Eeformers, 
partly from the fall of the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
the separation and extinction of the non-jurors, the rise 
of Methodism, and the principles of the Bangorian school; 
and they think it certain, from the rubrics being gene- 
rally regarded as obsolete and impracticable, from the 
popular prejudice i^ainst the denial of Christian burial 
* Burnet's Own Times, vol. vi. p. 177. 
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to unbaptized persons, and from the objections ui^ed 
against the Athanasian creed, the form of absolution, or- 
dination, and the baptismal service, that " we are more 
Protestant than our forefathers.** The second Refor- 
mation, then, is to consist in the revival of those doc- 
trines and practices in which we have receded of late 
years from Rome ; not in the redress of those grievances, 
or the removal of those corruptions, which Burnet 
deplored. 

This is a matter in which the people of England 
have, at least, an equal interest, and the same right to be 
consulted, with the men of Oxford ; and if a second 
Reformation is to be carried forward, they owe it to 
themselves and their children to take care that it be — 
in the right direction. There are two ways of it. The 
Church of Elngland may be reformed a second time, so 
as to acquire a nearer resemblance to that of Rome ; or it 
may be reformed so as to be brought into closer union 
vrith the other Protestant Churches of Europe. The 
Oxford divines object to the latter, and advocate the 
former course. They will tolerate no alteration or 
abridgment of the Articles or Liturgy, that may be 
proposed with the view of conciliating the Protestant 
sects, or bringing about a measure of comprehension^ by 
which Dissenters might be restored to the pale of the 
Establishment. They tell you emphatically that " there 
can be no (such) alteration without a schism,*' and 
that they will never consent to any plan for breaking 
down the walls of partition betwixt the Church and the 
mixed multitude without. They object to the altera- 
tion of one jot or tittle of the Liturgy, because, although 
every man has some amendment to propose, they can- 
not agree on any one measure of reform ; because any 
alteration would unsettle the minds of the people, and 
make them criticize " what they should never think of 
but as a divine voice supplied by the Church for their 
need; because there is no security that, if innovation 
once begins, it will ever end ; and because such changes 
are not demanded by the serious, but by the worldly," 
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" whom we must not conciliate, but guide." * It is ad- 
mitted, indeed, that the Burial Service, which *' expresses 
a hope that the person departed, over whom it is read, 
will be saved," cannot be used with comfort in the pre- 
sent state of the Church. '^ I do not deny — I frankly 
own — it is sometimes distressing to use the service, 
because it is often distressing to think of the dead at 
all. " *^ We ought not to read the service over the fla- 
grantly wicked, — over those who are a scandal to 
religion; the Church never meant we should." But 
^^ rather restore the practice of excommunication than 
alter the words used in the service." In that direction, 
then, they will admit of no second Eefbrmation ; but 
in the opposite direction they approve of a change, and 
advocate it, so far as it may consist with a prudent 
policy. They will stibt9'<ict nothing in deference to 
modem Dissenters, but they will add much in deference 
to Catholic antiquity. " What do you mean by your 
Reformation ? I would do what the Reformers in the 
sixteenth century did : they did not touch the existing 
documents of doctrine," ^' but they ae/c/ec? protests against 
the corruptions of faith, worship, and discipline, which 
had grown up round them. I would have the Church 
do the same thing now if I could: she should not 
change the Articles, she should add to them, — add 
protests against the Erastianism and Latitudinarianism 
which have encrusted them. I would have her append 
to the Catechism a section on the power of the Church,'* 
Yet, after mentioning many things that require to be 
reformed af);er the Catholic model, they recommend a 
very prudent policy : — " Should it be inquired whether 
this admission of incompleteness in our own system does 
not lead to projects of change and reform on the part 
of individuals, it must be answered plainly in the n^a- 
tive. Such an admission has but reference to the ques- 
tion of abstract perfection ; as a practical matter, it will 
be our wisdom, as individuals^ to enjoy what God's 
good providence has left us, lest striving to obtain more, 

* No. 3, pp. 2, a 
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we lose what we still possess."* Is there, then, to be no 
reform ? Not by individuals, but by the Church as a body ; 
not immediately, for the Church is not yet at one ; t but 
by and bye, when Oxford has done her part in rearing 
up the future ministers of England in the faith of the 
Church, when Catholic principles have been more ex- 
tensively di£Fused, — when the little books for the nur- 
sery, and the larger books for the university, have had 
their full effect, — then something may be attempted, — 
but meanwhile, " till we, her children, are stirred up to 
this religious course, 4et the Church, our mother, sit still ; 
let us be content to be in bondage ; let us work in 
chains ; let us submit to our imperfections as a punish- 
ment ; let us go on teaching, through the medium of in- 
determinate statements and inconsistent preced^its and 
principles but partiality developed" 



(I 



Bide thou thy time, 



Watch -with meek eyes the race of pride and crime ; 
Sit in the gate, and he the heathen s jest, 
Smiling and self-possessed/^ X 

Such, my dear Sir, are the prospects of your Church 
and country ; and I say again, that this is a matter in 
which the people of England have an equal interest, and 
the same right to be consulted, with the men of Oxford ; 
and that if a second Reformation is to be carried forward, 
they owe it to themselves and their children to take care 
that it be in a right direction. Your highest interests, 
your dearest privileges are at stake, and you are called 
to judge and to act for yourself. A change is rapidly 
advancing in the public mind of England, which, unless 
speedily arrested, may issue in a religious revolution. 
You must not be deterred by the scornful language in 
which these writers speak of demands for Church reform* 
— ^Though one of them tells you that '' the principal 
contriver of these deceits, — ^the Great Reformer him- 
self, — I do not choose to mention his name to you, but 
I think you will find him spoken of, John viii. 44 " 
(*. «., " Your father the devil," &c.) ; — ^yet they are 

♦ No. 41, p. 4. t No. 17, p. 35. $ No. 90, pp. 3, 4. 
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themselves proposing and actively preparing the way for 
a second Reformation ; and you have their own autho- 
rity for believing, that " laymen are quite as much part 
of THE Church as the clergy ; and it is your right and 
duty to stand up in its defence as much as it is ours." 

I cannot enlarge on the measure of reformation which 
might be desirable for the Church of England ; but it 
is due to the Oxford writers to say, that, while their 
general scheme appears to me to point in the wrong 
direction, they have noticed certain practical evils in the 
present system, and made certain specific proposals, in 
regard to which I can cordially agree with them. 

(1.) In regard to Church discipline. "I will 
struggle heart and hand with any who will struggle for 
a restoration of that * godly discipline.*" * ''AH Churches 
have their 5*»5 to confess, — the Christian communities 
of Holland, Scotland, &c., their neglect of the apostolic 
order of ministers," — " our greatest sin, perhaps, is the 
disuse of a godly discipline." "f " We go on lamenting 
once a year the absence of discipline in our Church, yet 
do not even dream of taking any one step towards its 
restoration .*'f They insert several admirable papers by 
Bishop Wilson or this subject, § in which we find such 
solemn statements as these, — " If you give the children's 
bread to dogs, i. «., admit to the Lord's table those that 
are unworthy of such a favour, this would be to lay men 
asleep in their sin." \\ " However the Church be in 
some respects incorporated with the commonwealth in a 
Christian state, yet its fundamental rights remain distinct 
from it, of which this is one of the chief, — to receive 
into and to exclude out of the Church such persons, 
which, according to the laws of the Christian society^ are 
fit to be taken in or shut out." " Nor can any prince, 
governor, nor human law, hinder a Christian bishop from 
exercising this power, because he is under an obligation 
to the King of kings and Lord of lords to do his 
duty in this respect." " Remissness in Church discipline 

* No. 3, p. 6. + No. 8, p. 4. t No. 41, p. 2. 

^ No. 39. No. 53. II No. 50, p. 5. 
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is owing, sometimes, to indulgence and an easy temper, 
not caring to trouble others, or to be troubled ; some- 
times by being satisfied to go on in the track trodden by 
their predecessors, not considering what duty obliges 
them to, but what was done before. Thus corruption 
gets head, and is like to do so, until God awakens the 
governors." * 

(2.) In regard to the Erastian constitution of the 
Church, and the supremacy of the Crown in matters 
ecclesiastical.t " When the Church, with an unprece- 
dented confidence, bound herself hand and fooU and 
made herself over to the civil power, in order to escape 
the pope, she did not expect that infidels would be suf- 
fered to have the absolute disposal of the Crown patron- 
age." J " The Church acknowledged the head of the 
State, the king, to be her temporal head, investing him 
with that general supremacy in ecclesiastical afifairs 
which he already possessed in civil. But we are not 
thence to infer that she gave, or that she could give to 
an earthly monarch, or to his temporal legislature, the 
right to interfere with things spiritual." " The spirit 
of evil is daily tempting us to regard the Church as a 
mere human institution — ^to imagine that her ministers 
are the servants of the Government, appointed by its 
authority, primarily responsible to it for the dischaige of 
their duties, and subject (like civil or military officers 
appointed by the executive) alike with respect to the 
extent and to the duration of their powers, to its general 
superintendence and control," — to forget that *' their 
true Master — that He to whom alone they are responsi- 
ble for the discharge of the most important functions 
intrusted to them, the functions of their ministerial 
stewardship, is the Almighty Head of the Church, who 
ever watches over it in heaven.**§ 

In a very curious paper || we are told, that " the union 
of Church and State, which many persons so call, and 
are so anxious to preserve, is in some points almost as 

* No. ^, p. 7. No. 62, p. 2. t See No. 2, p. 2. No. 5, p. 2. 
X No. 41, p. 2. No. 5, p. 13. § No. 58, p. 3. || No. 59. 
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great an evil, as it is, ooBfessedly» ia other points, a 
good ; and there are almost as many persons who sup- 
port it for its bad points as there are who hate it for its 
good." ^' It consists in two things. State protection 
and State interference : the former of which Dissenters 
wish to overthrow; and the latter of which, Govern- 
mentSy of whatever kindy are very anxious to retain^* 
And under the second head, they mention interference 
with the appointment of hishops and pastors, and en- 
croadiments on the discipline of the Church. 

(3.) In regaixl to Church patrc^^aoe. The Church 
^' did not expect that infidels would he suffered to have 
the absolute disposal of the Crown patronage." The 
three orders, of deacons, priests, and bishops, may be 
presented by a patron, or elected by the people; but 
this is of minor importance, it being understood that it 
is upon the responsibility of the bishop himself that the 
solemn act at last takes place. No earthly authority can 
compel him to lay his hands upon what he may con- 
ceive an unworthy head."* " Any laws which facilitate 
the intrusion of unfit persons must be in the highest de- 
gree prejudicial." x et " the bishops, every one of 
them, are appointed by the prime minister ;" and the 
three independent checks formerly existing, '' allowing a 
veto to be put upon the king's nomination, either at 
election, confirmation, or consecration," ^^ have been re- 
moved or rendered inoperative/' ^^ The Church is treated 
far more arbitrarily than ever our forefathers were under 
the worst tyranny of the worst times." " Legal urgency" 
has been substituted for the '^ violence" of a former 
age. 

The rest of the patronage is '^ in the hands of laymen, 
who may be of any religion under heaven;*^ and " the 
laws of England (it must be confessed with sorrow) 
watch so jealously over the interests of these patrons^ 
and so little over those of the Church, that they compel 
the bishops, except in cases so outrageous that they can 
hardly ever occur, to accept at once of the person first 

* No. 5, p. 12; also No. 65, p. 3. 



112 THE SECOND REFORMATION. 

presented to them, and to commit the cure of souls to 
him bj the process of institution."* 

Should t?ie second Reformation go forward, these are 
some of the practical points which will require to be ad- 
justed, and in which every member of the Church of 
England has a deep personal interest ; but in the mean- 
time, lest the Reformation should proceed in the opposite 
direction, it may be prudent to obtain the actual legisla- 
tive repeal of aU acts against Nonconformists which still 
remain in the statute-book, although in practice they 
may have become obsolete, — and especially the act '^ de 
excommunicato capiendo^" which the Oxford diyines 
admit to be ^' a bad, useless law, that cannot be done 
away with too soon."— I am, my dear Sir, &c. 

♦ No. 59, p. 6. 
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Clattov, Esq. 12mo, 5s. cloth. 



A History of the Church of Scotland. From the In« 
troduction of Christianity to 1841. By the Bev. W. 
M. Hethzmikotoit, A.M., Minister of Torphiohen. 
Second Edition. 8vo, cloth, 126. 

BBV. T. BS'CBZll. 

Sketches of Scottish Church History, embracing the 
period from the Reformation to the Bevolution. By 
the Bey. Thomas M'Cais. With an Appendix, re- 
lative to the alleged accession of John Kdox to the 
Conspiracy against Biccio. Second Edition. In fcap. 
8vo, cloth, 6s. 6d. 

lOBN JOBNITOm, HUMTIB fQVAftlt BDIMBDB6B 
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caxmou or seorziAiro. 

A Catechism of the History of the Church of Scotluid. 
By the Rev. Beit jamik Laikg, Cohnonell, one of the 
llieological Professors to the Associate Synod of 
Original Seceders. ISmo, cloth^ price Is. 6d. 

OBUSCH or 8COTLAJn>« 

An Exposition of the Principles of the.Chnrch of Scot- 
land, in regard to the Admission of Pastors : A 
Series of Lectm^s by the following dergymen. 
With Preface. Second Edition, in fcap. Sre, eloth, 
28. 6d. 



RiT. Dr Camdlisb. 
N A. Bbnnib. 

„ W. CUNNIMGHAM. 

C. J. Brown. 



>» 



Rrt. J. BlGO. 

A. Moody Svuart. 
R. Eldrr. 

T. GUTHRIB. 



n 
n 



w 



Manual of Presbytery ; or, A Vindication of that Form 
of Church Government from Scripture, and Primitiye 
Practice ; fromitstEffidency of Discipline ; and from 
its Identification with Learning, CivU and Beligious 
Liberty, and Home and Foreign Missionary Enter- 
prise. By Samuel Miller, "D.J)^ Professor of Ec- 
clesiastical History in the Presbyterian Theoloncal 
Seminary at Princetown, New Jersey ; and the Rev. 
John Gordon Lorimer, Minister of St David's Parish, 
Glasgow. Fcap. Svo, doth, price 4s. 6d. 



A Treatise on the Office of Deacon, with Suggestions for 
its Revival in the Church of Scotland. By the Bev 
J. G. Lorimer. Fcap. Svo, cloth, price 2s. 6d. 



Annals of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, from the Final Secession in 1739, to the Rejec- 
tion of the Overture on Schism in 1776. With 
Appendices of Biographical Sketches, Illustrative 
Documents, and Notes. By the Rev. N. Mo&aEN, 
A.M., Minister of the NorUi Church, Greenock. 2 
vols. 12mo, 10s. cloth. , , 

[Each Volume is complete in itself, and may be 
had separately, price 6s.] ' 
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An HiBtorical Sketch of the ProtestaBt Church of 
France, from its Origin down to the Present Day ; 
with parallel Notices of the History of the Church of 
Scotland during the same period. By the Bev. J. G. 
LomiMXB, Minister of St David's Parish, Glasgow. 
Fcap. 8to, 6s. 6d. doth. 



History of the Coyenanters in Scotland. By William 
SiME> £sq^ Author of the ^ Histories of the Be£Di^ 
mation," << Christian Church," "^ Waldenses." A New 
Edition, in om FoImsm, t» thepreu. 



Life of the Bey. James Renwick^the last of the Scottish 
Maortyrs. By the Author of the History of the Cove- 
nanters. 18mo, 2s. doth. 



life of Thomas M'Crie, D.D., Author of * Life of John 
Knox," .&c., &c. By his Son, the Bev. Thomas 
M'Crie. Demy Svo, 9s. cloth, with highly finished 
Portrait, hy Horshurgh. 



Miscellaneous Writings, Chiefly Historical, of the late 
Thomas M'Crie, D J>. Edited by his Son. In Svo, 
cloth, price 10s. 6d. 



COKTXVTS. 



»• 
*« 



Life of Alexander Henderson. 
„ Patrick Hamilton. 

Francis Lambert of Avignon. 
Dr Andrew Rivet. 
„ Mr John Murray. 
Lives of the Taborltes. 
.eview of Hilne on Presbytery and 
Bpiicopacy. 
Sismondi'sConsiderationi 
on Geneva. 



n 



Review of Simeon on the Liturgy. 

„ Talcs of my Landlord. 

„ Orme's Life of Owen. 

„ Turner's Life and Times. 
Pamphlet on the Funeral of the 
< ' Princess Charlotte. 

the General Assembly 



1828. 



Females Voting in 



Election of Mmisters. 



JOHN JOHNSTONB, BOMTBR SQUAlB, B01NBUROH. 
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View of the Con^tution of the Church of Scotland. Bjr 
the late Geobgx Hill, D.D., Principal of St Maiy's 
College, St Andrews. With Appendix and Notes, 
by Alezakdeb. Hill, I) JD., Professor of Divinity in 
the University of Glasgow. Third Edition, 12mo, 
38. 6d. cloth. 



The Select Anti-Patronage Library. This Volume com- 
prehends a Collection of Acts of Parliament and 
Assembly connected with Patronage, and Treatises 
on the subject, by the following Authors. In demy 
8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

LOBD PrBITONORANOI. Ol DODORIDOI. 

Sir Francis Grant. Mr Crosbie. 

iSiR Dayid Dalrympuc. Rbt. Jobn Cdrrib. 

Dr Owbn. Rbt. Jambs Bbog. 



W. Hi BCBTHilUlffttVOXf. 

The Minister's Family. By the Bev. W. M. Hetheh- 
IXGTON, A.M.,Ministerof Torphichen. Fourth Edition, 
with beautiful frontispiece, 5s. doth. 



A Narrative of the Loss of the Kent, East Indiaman, 
by Fire, in the Bay of Biscay, on 1st March 1825. 
Second Edition, 18mo, cloth. Is. 6d« 

TBfi TOUIVO. 

The Border Rebel ; or. Disobedient Son : A Narrative 
of the year 1745, founded on facts ; with an Applica- 
tion, containing an Admonition to Youth. With 
elegant frontispiece. Is. 6d. cloth. 



The Nursery Plutarch, containing Lives of Julius Csasar, 
Nero, Titus, Domitian, Trajan. By Cathehine 
SiKCLAin, Authoress of ** Modern Society," ^ Modem 
Accomplishments." ISmo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 

SBVn D. ULITDBBOBOXrOB. 

Ayrshire Sketches ; or. Memoirs of Jeanie Charters, 
Hugh Cunninghame, and James Baird. By the Bev. 
D. Landsborouoh, Minister of Stevenston. 18mo, 
6d. stitched. 



LIST OF WORKS PUBLI8BBD BY 



ia 



Biagra|ilii0ftl Memoirs of Dr Ondnej, Captain Clapperton, 
and Major Laing, all of whom died in attempting to 
Explore the Interior of Africa, By the Rev. Thos. 
Nelson, M.W.S. 18mo, cloth, price 28. 6d. 



The Scottish Christian Herald. This workisnow complete 
in six handsome volumes, imperial 8vo, cloth, price £2, 
It contains Original Papers hy some of the most 
distinffoished Mmisters and (>£ce-Bearers of the 
Churdi of Scotland, all of a character admirably 
adapted for family reading. 

TBB CHKZBTZAir Bn8CSZ.XJLirr, *o. 

The Christian Miscellany, and Weekly Family Ex- 
positor. 

This is » Beligions Periodical, generally similar in its 
design to the ^ Scottish Christian Hersdd," but intended to 
occupy a more advanced position in theological Literature. 
It also includes in its plan a Commentiuy on the Holy 
Scriptures, selected and arranged flrom the most eminent 
Expositors, Foreign and British. This department has 
a distinct typography and paging, and can, at pleasure, 
be bound apart from the Miscellaneous portion of the 
Work. The periods of publication are every Saturday 
morning, in Numbers at Three Halfpence, and in Monthly 
Parts at Ninepence. It will also, at appropriate intervals, 
be issued in Volumes, handsomely bound. Orders received 
by all Booksellers. 



Home and Foreign Missionary Hecord for the Church 
of Scotland, by Authority of the Committees of the 
Greneral Assembly. Published on the 1st day of each 
Month. Price "Direep^ice, unstamped ; and Four- 
pence, stamped and sent by post. First Series, in 
8vo, bound in cloth, 10s. Second Series, YoL 1^ 
large 4to, bound in cloth, 10s. 
%* The Committees ma^ the Record their stated and 
ordinary channel of advertising contributions and collec- 
tions, and, in gene^jd, employ this Journal exclusively in 
communicating wiUi the Church and the Pnblia 

JOBH JOBHITONB, aONTBB tftUABS. SOINBVmOB. 
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The Excitement ; or, A Book to Induce Tonng People 
to Read. Edited ^ the Boy. R. jAMonov, Author 
of ^ Hannera end xHak of the Frimitive Christiens," 
&c. In eight YolnmeSy ISmo, price 4s. 6d. each. 

The Editor having carefollj excluded from this work 
all matter of an ephemeral or temporary character, it will 
be fonnd to be particularlj fitted for the inatmotion and 
amusement of the young. Each volume comprises up- 
wards of 400 pflges of lettw-press, and is elegantly bound, 
and illustrated with superior engravings on steel and wood. 



Clerical Economics ; or Hints, Rural and Household, 
to Ministers and others of Limited Income. By a 
dergyman of the Old SchooL Foolscu» 8vo, oloth, 
4fl. JmstPMiAed. 



The Young Cod^ Assistant; being a Selection Of 
Eoonomiosi Receipts and Directions, adapted to the 
Use of Families in the Middle Rank of Life. Edited 
bgr a Clergyman's Daughter. Fourth Thousand, 
fiioe Is. .6a. 



^Ue Narratives for the Toang. By a CLemaTXAir's 
Dauostsh. 32mo, Is. 6d, doth. 



Attendance at Church. Address to those who Seldom 

or Never go to Church. By the Rev. RoBsax Lsx, 

Campsie. Price 2d. 
Amusements of Touth. By the Rev. Hxkrt Grxt, 

St Mary's Church, Edinburgh. Price 4d. 
Baptism. Help to Parents Preparatory to the Baptism 

of their Children. By the Rev. JoBir ^ha]||lsb. 

Second Edition. Price 4d. 
■ Catechism on Baptism. By the Rev. HxmT 

Qbxt, Edinburgh. Fourth Edition. Friod 6d. 

Sdieme of the Controversy 9x1 Baptism, 



Second Tkojuaand, Price Id. 
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Baptism. Vindication of Infant Baptism. B7 Datib 

BosTHwicx, A.M. Second Brituk Edition. Price 

€d. 
CJhristian Evidenoes. Catechism of the ETidenoes of 

Berealed Religion. By Bev. Dr Fkkbix. Price 2d. 
— «-^— — Manual of the Christian Evidences. 

By Jamxs Stbele. Price Is, 
Church of Scotland--Popnlar View of its Constitution. 

Price Id. 
Elementary Catechism. By Dr WxLSOir of Bombay. 

Price 2d. 
Family Worship, Essay and Address on. By the Rot. 

William Burks, ELil^h. Price 2d. 
Grospel of St Matthew, Catechism of. By tlie Bev. 

James Miller, Monikie. Price 8d. 
Holy Scripture, Catechism on the First Principles of. 

By Dr Bussell, Dundee. Price 3d. 
. Epitome of. By James Starr, Esq. 

Advocate, Ceylon. Price Id. 
Leading Doctrines and Duties of the Gospel — ^Fifty 

Questions on. Prioe Id. 

■ Truths of the Oospel — Three Hundred and 

Sij^ty-five Questions on. By the JElev. D. Baoot. 

Price 2d. 
Lord's Prayer, Catechism on. By Dr Aksvrsok. 

Price 2d. 
Mother's Cateclusm. By the Bev. JonK Willisor. 

Price Id. 
Old and New Testament, Series of Questions on. By 

the Rev. William AvimEw. Price Is. 
Protestantism. Catechism on the Errors of the Chnrch 

of Rome. By the Rer. D. Baoot. Price 6d. 
Shorter Catechism, Analysis and Esplanation of. By 

Alexander Smith Pa^rsor. Prioe 4s. 6d. 
■ Explanaition of. By '{Thomas Yin- 
cert. Brice^.6d. 

Three Hundred Doctrinal Questions 



on. By William Hamilton. Price Id. 
Toun^f Qiildren, Catechism for. By the Bey. John 
Brown, Haddington. Price Id. 
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MAP OF CANAAN AND PALESTINE, 

Adapted for Sabbath Schools or Bible Classes. Engraved 
in a clear bold style, elaborately colonred, size 4 feet 
6 inches, by 3 feet 6 inches. 

On Boilers, Varnished, « * 12s. 
■ Unvarnished, - 10s. 

OOXABOB AITB BCBOO^ MAF8, 

JOHNSTONS' COLLEGE AND SCHOOL MAPS. 

Comprising 



Eastern Hemisphere. 
Western Hemisphere. 
Europe, 

Canaan 



England. 
Scotland, 
Ireland. 



Asia, 
A£rica 
America, 
and Palestine, 

Size 4 feet 6 inches, by 3 feet 6 inches. 

Price of Each Map, Boilers, Varnished, * £0 12 

Unvarnished, - 10 

The Whole Ten in a Case, • ... * 660 

Stand, - - - - 7 7 

.. with Black Board, 7 17 6 

JOHNSTONS' COLLEGE AND SCHOOL MAPa 

Second Series. 

Unififrm wiA the Above. 

World on Mercator's Projection. 

France. 

On Boilers, Varnished, • - 128. 

Unvarnished, •• • lOs. 



Dr Steven's Progressive Geography, Book First, prioe 4d. 
— ■ . Second,* 28. 6d, 



Edinbui^h Cabinet Atlas, 45 Maps^ - - £1 11 6 

School Atlas, 36 i,- • -0120 

School Classical Atlas, 21 „ • • 7 

New Hand Atlas, 12.* - *040 
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